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Nesting
Boxes
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Twenty-six species of ducks are found in the coastal
and inland waters of Alabama. The wood duck is a
resident species found statewide throughout the
year. When natural cavities are scarce or absent,
wood ducks may not reproduce successfully. They
readily accept and nest in nest boxes that can
provide safer nesting than natural cavities because
they provide predator guards.

A wood duck nest box should be constructed of
unplaned cedar, cypress, or other weather-resistant
lumber. It should NEVER be constructed from
treated, painted, stained, or creosoted lumber. The
following diagrams illustrate the proper dimensions.
The entrance hole should be oval shaped with the
broadest distance horizontal. On the inside front of
the box, beneath the hole, tack a strip of screen or
hardware cloth to provide the ducklings a means of
escaping the box. A predator guard should always
be placed at least 36 in. above the water line.

Materials

25 nails, 8 or 10 penny, zinc coated

1 spike, 4+ inches

1 lag bolt, ¥4 in., 6 in. long

1 hinge, 3 in. cabinet + screws

18 in. strip of hardware cloth at least 3 in. wide.

4in. x 4 in. post, 16 ft. long (cypress, cedar or
preservative treated wood)

Sawdust or woodchips to form a 3 in. nest base in
each box

Estimated Cost: less than $25.00
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B Use rust proof screws or nails that are long

enough to hold securely despite rough handling
and weathering.

B Bore four % in. drainage holes through the floor.
B Tack a strip of ¥ in. mesh hardware cloth cut

18 in. x 3 in. from the bottom of the box to the
hole. This is necessary for the ducklings to be
able to climb out the nest.

B Spray the inside of the box with Lysol or other

disinfectant prior to the nesting season to
discourage wasp and bees.
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Predator Guard

Materials

3 ft. x 8 ft. piece sheet of 26-gauge sheet metal

3 wood mounting blocks

2 stove bolts or metal screws

6 nails
Installation

When installing the
guard, overlap the cut
edge to the dotted line.
Make circular cuts in a
clockwise direction.
These type of predator
guards work best on
posts with a diameter of
up to 6 inches. The
guard is secured to the
post with wooden
mounting blocks and
galvanized nails. The
lower edge of the cone
should be at least 36 in.
above the water.

Raccoons and many
snake species are
responsible for the
destruction of many duck
nests in natural cavities
and nest boxes. Proper
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Precautions should be
taken to prevent nest
disturbance.
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enough to accommodate
the largest cavity nesters
that are found in the area.
An oval entrance of 3 in.
by 5 in. will accommodate
wood ducks and hooded
mergansers.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital
or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14" and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202)720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider and employer. 2/2012
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