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PRACTICE DEFINITION 

 
Establishing adapted and/or compatible species, varieties, or cultivars of herbaceous species suitable for 
pasture, hay, or biomass production 

 
PRACTICE PURPOSE 
 
 Improve or maintain livestock nutrition and/or health. 

 Provide or increase forage supply during periods of low forage production. 

 Reduce soil erosion.  

 Improve soil and water quality.  

 Produce feedstock for biofuel or energy production 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRACTICE INFORMATION 
This practice applies all lands suitable to the establishment of annual, biennial or perennial species for 

forage or biomass production. This practice does not apply to the establishment of annually planted and 

harvested food, fiber, or oilseed crops. 

Select plant species and their cultivars based on: 

 Climatic conditions, such as annual precipitation and its distribution, growing season length, 

temperature extremes and the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone. 

 Soil condition and landscape position attributes such as; pH, available water holding capacity, aspect, 

slope, drainage class, fertility level, salinity, depth, flooding and ponding, and levels of phytotoxic 

elements that may be present. 

 Resistance to disease and insects common to the site or location. 

512 – Forage & Biomass Planting  

State Grassland Specialist 

Planning Unit: Acre 

Reporting Unit: Acre 

 

 

 

PICTURE 

 

 

PICTURE 

FACT SHEET                                                                                                          October, 2010 

 



This document is not all inclusive and should not be used as guidance for implementation. The Conservation Practice Standard and Practice 
Specifications are the official guidance documents for implementation of this practice. 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

 

 

 

Follow recommendations for planting rates, methods and dates obtained from the plant materials 

program, land grant and research institutions, extension agencies, or agency field trials. 

Seeding rates will be calculated on a pure live seed (PLS) basis. 

Plant at a depth appropriate for the seed size or plant material, while assuring uniform contact with soil.  

Prepare the site to provide a medium that does not restrict plant emergence. 

Plant when soil moisture is adequate for germination and establishment. 

All seed and planting materials will meet state quality standards.  

Do not plant federal, state, or local noxious species. 

Apply all plant nutrients and/or soil amendments for establishment purposes according to a current soil 

test.  Application rates, methods and dates are obtained from the plant materials program, land grant and 

research institutions, extension agencies, or agency field trials. 

When planting legumes, use pre-inoculated seed or inoculate with the proper viable strain of Rhizobia 

immediately before planting. 

Exclude livestock until the plants are well established. 

Select forage species based on the intended use, level of management, realistic yield estimates, maturity 

stage, and compatibility with other species.  Verify plant adaptation to the area prior to planting. 
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