Leaching Worksheet Information
The Leaching Worksheet is designed to assist you with determining appropriate leaching fractions for your field.  The leaching fraction is determined by the salt tolerance of the crop you intend to grow, the Electrical Conductivity (EC) of the irrigation water, and the frequency of irrigation with your irrigation system.  Conventional systems on this sheet include surface flood methods, and high frequency systems include sprinklers.

This worksheet is only intended as a guide to the leaching fraction required for your field.  It is suggested that leaching operations only be undertaken if the salt tolerance of the crop to be grown and local field conditions require leaching.  

It is suggested that soil samples be submitted for analysis prior to leaching operations.  Assistance with soil sample collection and interpretation is available from NRCS, Soil Conservation Districts, Colorado State University Extension, or a variety of private entities.  Saline, sodic, and saline-sodic soils require different remediation leaching techniques and soil amendments.  The presence or absence of free lime or gypsum in the soil along with the ratio of sodium, calcium, and magnesium in the soil profile and irrigation water should be determined prior to reclamation leaching.  Improper application of reclamation leaching can have significant financial and/or labor costs associated with it, and could potentially make the problem worse.  Leaching operations may require multiple growing seasons to be effective, depending on local field conditions.  
Help is always available to you with interpreting the information presented in this worksheet from your local NRCS field office.  
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