Irrigation Water Management Plan Information
This Irrigation Water Management Plan (IWM Plan) has been developed to assist you in making management decisions related to your crop(s).  It is only intended to serve as a guide.  Although local field conditions such as your soil type(s), climatic conditions, and irrigation system efficiency have been taken into account, your experience and knowledge of the current crop condition should be used to make any final decision on when and how much to irrigate.

The first section of this worksheet contains general information about your crop and irrigation system components, which should be completed with the assistance of your NRCS planning staff.

The soils section of this sheet lists the major soils in your field, and gives the Available Water-Holding Capacity (AWHC) for the crop to the maximum anticipated rooting depth, and calculated a Management Allowable Depletion (MAD).  Keep in mind this figure is for the maximum anticipated rooting depth.  Less water may be required for stand establishment.
The crop data section gives estimates on the amount of water the crop will require during the growing season by month.  These estimates are based on historic data, and assume complete refilling of the crop root zone each time the field is irrigated.  Intentional moisture stress in crops such as grapes or cotton is not subtracted from these figures.  The estimated number of irrigations is only meant to serve as a guide, and is based on evapotranspiration rates (ET) of a reference crop in your area.

Effective rainfall is based on historic data and can vary widely from season to season.  The averages used in calculations cover a minimum period of ten years.  The figures given in this sheet are to fully meet ET for your crop, and do not account for a leaching fraction.  Your NRCS planning staff can assist you with determination of leaching requirements and frequency based on several parameters that can be measured in the field.

Additional information is provided on the critical stages for moisture and other considerations for your selected crop.

Help is always available to you with interpreting the information presented in this plan from your local NRCS field office.  
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW. Washington, D.C., 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

