Farm Assessment Worksheet Information

The Farm Assessment worksheet is designed to assist you and the NRCS planning staff in determining acreage(s) and crop(s) that can be grown with your available water supply and irrigation system(s).  This assessment is based on the worst case scenario, and uses regional climatic data.  Do not interpret this assessment too literally.  It is only intended as a guide.  Your experience and knowledge of on-farm conditions may allow for increased acreage, or production of crops not deemed feasible by this assessment.  Delivery system efficiencies may be higher or lower than assumed in this assessment due to the presence or absence of ditch linings, use of polyacrylamides, soil types, or vegetation in and around the ditch, resulting in higher or lower flows at the top of individual fields.

The runtime parameter used in this assessment is based on NRCS engineering specifications, and allows for two hours per day of operational maintenance on the irrigation system.   This variable can be adjusted downward to account for other operational issues as needed.   

General salinity considerations are included as a part of this assessment.  This is intended to serve as a guide to the crop losses that may occur due to the effects of salinity in the field.  If salinity is a potential issue in your farming operation, then it is suggested that you select salt-tolerant crops. 
Tables with information on the salt tolerance of most crops are available at your local NRCS field office.  Leaching operations in the field may also be warranted.  Your NRCS staff can assist you in determining the salinity levels and types present in your soils and irrigation water, appropriate leaching fractions, and make suggestions for reclamation strategies and amendments to reduce salinity in the field.

Help is always available to you with interpreting the information presented in this plan from your local NRCS field office.  
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