Feed Management


Dairy Nutrition Self-Assessment

	Feeding Practices
	Reduces N Excretion
	Reduces P Excretion
	Reduces Purchased Feed Used
	Is this option currently used on your operation?
	Is this a viable option for future adoption?

	Group cattle by milk production or lactation stage and formulate multiple rations
	Y
	Y
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Feed ration with % P of 0.49% P for fresh cows (first 3 weeks)
	
	Y
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Feed ration with % P of 0.38% - 0.42% for early-to-mid-lactation cows
	
	Y
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Feed ration with 19% CP and 40% RUP for fresh cows
	Y
	
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Feed ration with 16% - 18% CP and 36% - 38% RUP for early-to-mid-lactation cows
	Y
	
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Feed ration with 14% CP and 30% RUP for late-lactation cows
	Y
	
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Improve quality of homegrown feeds
	
	
	Y
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Increase dry matter intake
	Y
	
	Y
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Monitor MUN (should be between 12 and 18 mg/dl)
	Y
	
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Blend legume and corn silage in ration to meet protein requirements
	Y
	
	
	Yes No
	Yes No

	Test all forages and feed ingredients and adjust rations accordingly
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Yes No
	Yes No


CP = crude protein; RUP = rumen undegradable protein (given as % of total CP); MUN = milk urea nitrogen.
Information in this section was modified from Livestock and Poultry Environmental Stewardship Program, Lesson 12, Feeding Dairy Cows to Reduce Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Potassium Excretion into the Environment, by Rick Grant of University of Nebraska.
Source:  CSU CNMP Workbook, 2000
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