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Definition

Use the Conservation cover standard to establish and maintain permanent vegetative cover to protect soil and water resources and other resources.  This practice is applied on land to be retired from agricultural production and on other lands needing permanent protective cover.  This practice does not apply to plantings for forage production or to critical area plantings.

Purposes

This practice is applied as part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following:

· To reduce soil erosion and sedimentation

· To improve water quality 
· Enhance wildlife habitat 
· Manage plant pests
· To improve air quality
· To improve soil quality
Conservation Management System

Rarely does one conservation practice provide the treatment needed for all of our natural resources.  Conservation cover is a component of conservation management systems.  A conservation management system is a combination of conservation practices and management that achieves a level of treatment for our soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources while also meeting the objectives of the land user.  

Additional practices such as nutrient management, deep tillage, wildlife habitat management, firebreaks and prescribed burning may be planned at the same time.  Structures may also be needed. 

General Specifications

Plant and manage permanent cover according to information in the standard and the statement of work.  
Practice Lifespan 5 years
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Operation and Maintenance

Mowing and harvest operations in perennial crop systems such as orchards, vineyards, berries and nursery stock shall be done in a manner which minimizes the generation of particulate matter.

If wildlife habitat enhancement is a purpose, maintenance practices and activities shall not disturb the grass cover during the reproductive period of grass-nesting birds (1 April - 1 August) throughout the state (Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division, Nongame-Endangered Wildlife Program, 1996).

Maintenance measures must be adequate to control noxious weeds and other invasive species. 

To benefit insect food sources for grassland nesting birds, spraying or other control of noxious weeds shall be done on a “spot” basis to protect forbs and legumes that benefit native pollinators and other wildlife.

Job Sheet Certification

Prepared by:_______________________________Title____________________Date_________________

Approved by:______________________________Title____________________Date__________________

Installation Meets NRCS Standards and Specifications

Certified by: _______________________________Title____________________Date:_________________
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For More Information
Contact your local NRCS Office or Soil and Water Conservation District
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