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	Countour Buffer Strip-Stripcropping
Georgia
Conservation Practice Job Sheet –332 and 585 (08/11)
	



Land User _________________________
County _________________
Date________

Farm  # __________
Tract # __________      Assisted By _________________________
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Definition

Stripcropping is involves growing of planned rotations of row crops, forages, small grains or fallow in strips across a field. All parts of the field get the same rotation of erosion-resistant and erosion-susceptible crops. However, adjacent strips are not planted to an erosion-resistant crop during the same season. All strips in the rotation are approximately equal widths. 
Buffer strips are planted to permanent vegetation that is resistant to erosion. The widths of the vegetative strips are more narrow than the crop strips.
Purposes 
Both standards
· Reduce sheet and rill erosion 
· Reduce the transport of sediment and other contaminants in water

Stripcropping 
· Reduces soil erosion from wind

· Protects crops from damage from soil blown by wind
Contour Buffer Strips

· Increases water infiltration

Conservation Management System

Rarely does one conservation practice provide the treatment needed for all of our natural resources.  Contour buffer strips and stripcrops are components of conservation management systems.  A conservation management system is a combination of conservation practices and management that achieves a level of treatment for our soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources while 
also meeting the objectives of the land user.  

In addition to applying either of these practices, other practices such as residue 
management, nutrient management, critical area planting, upland wildlife habitat management, grassed waterways and structures may be needed to provide a high degree of resource protection.

Practice Lifespans  5 years 
Other Requirements

Additional information regarding the requirements of these standards may be found in the appropriate Statement of Work.
Production and Soil Loss Information for Vegetative Strips in Planned Rotations
(Attach Software Output for Soil Loss)
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 Seeding Rate1          Soil Erosion (Tons/Ac) Before and After            
Tract/Field/Strip   Width
        Species

     (Lbs./Ac.)
    RUSLE2 or Wind Erosion Prediction Software



 








































































1/Pure Live Seed rates. See relevant NRCS standard or follow UGA recommendations for fertilizer and lime recommendations.

Operation and Maintenance 585
Sediment accumulations along strip edges shall be smoothed or removed and distributed over the field as necessary to maintain practice effectiveness.

Mow sod turn-strips at least once a year.  Harvesting is optional.

Erosion-resistant strips in rotation shall be managed to maintain the planned vegetative cover and surface roughness. 

If the strip alignment is lost due to adjacent strips being in hay or permanent cover, the original strip alignment and width will be re-established as needed.
Operation and Maintenance 332
Conduct all farming operations parallel to the strip boundaries except on headlands or end rows with gradients less than the criteria set forth in this standard.

Time mowing of buffer strips to maintain appropriate vegetative density and height for optimum trapping of sediment from the upslope cropped strip during the critical erosion period(s).

Fertilize buffer strips as needed to maintain stand density.

Mow sod turn strips and waterways at least once a year.

Spot seed or totally renovate buffer strip systems damaged by herbicide application after residual action of the herbicide is complete.

Redistribute sediment that accumulates along the upslope edge of the buffer strip/crop strip interface as needed.  This sediment shall be spread evenly upslope over the cultivated strip when needed to maintain uniform sheet flow along the buffer/cropped strip boundary.  

If sediment accumulates just below the upslope edge of the buffer strip to a depth of 6 inches or more, or stem density falls below specified amounts in the buffer strip, relocate the buffer/cropped strip interface location.  

Cultivated strips and buffer strips shall be rotated so that a mature stand of protective cover is achieved in a newly established buffer strip immediately below or above the old buffer strip before removing the old buffer to plant an erosion-prone crop.  Alternate repositioning of buffer strips to maintain their relative position on the hill slope.

Renovate vegetated headlands or end row area as needed to keep ground cover above 65 percent.
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For More Information: Contact your local NRCS Office or Soil and Water Conservation District

Jobsheet Certification

Prepared __________________________________Title____________________Date_________________

Approved by_______________________________Title____________________Date__________________

Installation Meets NRCS Standards and Specifications

Certified by _________________________________Title____________________Date:_________________






	
	



