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Definition
A field border is a strip of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the perimeter of a field

Where Used

Field borders are used at the edges of cropland fields and pastures and to connect other buffer practices within the field.  They may also apply to recreation land or other land uses where agronomic crops are grown.  

Purposes

This practice is frequently applied as part of a conservation management system. The purposes of this practice are to:

· Reduce erosion from wind and water
· Protect soil and water quality





· Management of harmful pests, not just insect populations, as in the previous version of the practice
· Provide wildlife food and cover, as well as pollinator habitat
· Increase carbon storage
· Improve air quality

Conservation Management System

Rarely does one conservation practice provide the treatment needed for all of our natural resources.  Field borders are a component of conservation management systems which is a combination of conservation practices and management that achieves a level of treatment for our soil, water, air, energy, plant, and animal resources while also meeting the objectives of the land user. In addition to field borders, additional practices such as residue management, nutrient management, pest management, critical area planting, tree/shrub establishment, and various structures are often needed. 

General Specifications are found below and in the Statement of Work:
· Field borders are at least 20 feet wide and will be wide enough to allow the turning of farm equipment.  Field borders installed for wildlife habitat are at least 30 feet wide
· Proper selection of vegetation is essential.  Plants will be selected on the basis of species characteristics, site and soil conditions, method of planting, time of the year to be planted, and the needs and desires of the land user.  Plants that benefit wildlife species are recommended.  Native plants may be used.
· Lime and fertilizer will be applied according to soil test recommendations and a nutrient management plan. 
· Good seed and/or vegetative material is needed.  Follow recommended planting rates and planting dates.  Inoculate all legume seed with the proper strain of bacteria.  
 
Operation and Maintenance

National O&M from NHCP Standard September 2010

· Repair storm damage
· Remove sediment from above or within the field border when accumulated sediment either alters the function of the field border or threatens the degradation of the planted species’ survival
· Shut off sprayers and raise tillage equipment to avoid damage to field borders
· Shape and reseed border areas damaged by animals, chemicals, tillage, or equipment traffic
· Maintain desired vegetative communities and plant vigor by liming, fertilizing, mowing, disking, or burning and controlling noxious weeds to sustain effectiveness of the border
· Repair and reseed ephemeral gullies and rills that develop in the border
· Minimally invasive tillage (e.g. paraplowing) may be performed in rare cases where compaction and vehicle traffic have degraded the field border function.  The purpose of the tillage is strictly to decrease bulk density and increase infiltration rates so as to provide a better media for reestablishment of vegetation and field border function.
· Maintenance activities that result in disturbance of vegetation should not be conducted during the nesting season of grass nesting birds
· Avoid vehicle traffic when soil moisture conditions are saturated

Georgia O&M

Follow nutrient management guidelines for lime and fertilizer needs. 
 
Control competitive plants and noxious weeds.  

Do not mow during the bird-nesting season, May 1 through September 30 in Georgia.  Consider using light disking and prescribed
burning. If wildlife habitat enhancement is a purpose, maintenance practices and activities shall not disturb the grass cover during the reproductive period of grass-nesting birds (1 April - 1 August) throughout the state (Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division, Nongame-Endangered Wildlife Program, 1996).

Practice Lifespan 10 years


Additional Guidelines

Use low maintenance plants on most sites to ensure long lasting erosion reduction. Field borders can enhance wildlife objectives.  The benefits depend on the vegetative species used and the management practiced.
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Field Border Specifications
												 
									     PLS1/
									     Planting	       		 
     Width   Length  Area					     Rates		        Planting 
Field       (feet)    (feet)      (ac.)	                Plants       	     (acre)       Inoculant   Dates	

	





Planting Method:  _____Conventional or _____Residue Management (no till, strip till, etc.)

Site Preparation:

Additional Inputs:









1/ PLS represents Pure Live Seed and is a measure of seed quality.  To determine the PLS, multiply the % purity of the seed times the % germination.  Then divide this value into the recommended seeding rate to calculate the actual seeding rate.  This will tell you the amount of that seed to be planted per acre.
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Jobsheet Certifications
Prepared by

____________________________________Title_____________________Date__________________

Approved by 
____________________________________Title_____________________Date__________________

Installation Meets NRCS Standards and Specifications


Certified by

 ___________________________________Title______________________Date__________________


















The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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