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Definition

Mulching is application of plant residues or other materials to the soil surface.

Purposes

This practice is applied as part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following:

· Conserve soil moisture
· Reduce energy use associated with irrigation
· Moderate soil temperature
· Provide erosion control
· Suppress weed growth




· Facilitate the establishment of vegetative cover
· Improve soil condition
· Reduce airborne particulates 

Conservation Management System

Rarely does one conservation practice provide the treatment needed for all of our natural resources.  Mulching is a component of conservation management systems.  

A conservation management system is a combination of conservation practices and management that achieves a level of treatment for our soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources while also meeting the objectives of the land user.  In addition to mulching, additional practices such as critical area planting, nutrient management and various structures are often needed. 

General Specifications

Select the mulch that is suitable for the land use and site.  Anchor where appropriate.  See the standard and the statement of work for additional details.

Practice Lifespan 1 year




Operation and Maintenance May 2011 Standard

· Mulched areas will be periodically inspected, and mulch shall be reinstalled or repaired as needed to accomplish the intended purpose.
· Evaluate the effectiveness of the mulch (application, amount of cover provided, durability, etc.) and adjust the management or type of mulch to better meet the intended purpose(s).
· Removal or incorporation of mulch materials shall be consistent with the intended purpose and site conditions.
· Operation of equipment near and on the site shall not compromise the intended purpose of the mulch.
· Prevent or repair any fire damage to the mulch material.
· Properly collect and dispose of artificial mulch material after intended use.
	
	

	
	



· Monitor and control undesirable weeds in mulched area
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For More Information:  Contact your local NRCS Office or Soil or Water Conservation District




Jobsheet Certifications

Prepared by

____________________________________Title_____________________Date__________________

Approved by 
____________________________________Title_____________________Date__________________

Installation Meets NRCS Standards and Specifications


Certified by

 ___________________________________Title______________________Date__________________



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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