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Definition
Seasonal residue management is managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other plant residue on the soil surface during part of the year while growing crops in a clean tilled seedbed during another part of the year. Manage residue from seasonal annual crops begins at harvest until the residue is buried by tillage or removed by grazing or mechanically. This practice also applies to cropland including cropland where biomass is removed for biofuel feedstocks.

Purposes
· Reduce sheet and rill erosion.
· Reduce soil erosion from wind and associated airborne particulate matter.
· Harvest and utilize renewable bioenergy feedstocks 
· Provide food and escape cover for wildlife


Conservation Management System
Rarely does one conservation practice provide the treatment needed for all of our natural resources.  Residue management, seasonal is a component of conservation management systems. A conservation management system is a combination of conservation practices and management that achieves a level of treatment for our soil, water, air, energy, plant, and animal resources while also meeting the objectives of the land user. 

General Specifications
Crop residue is left on the soil surface from the prior crop harvest.  It will be uniformly distributed by combines and other harvesting machines that are equipped with spreaders capable of distributing the residue over at least 80 per cent of the combine header width. The crop residue should remain on the soil surface until approximately 30 days of planting the next crop. Additional requirements may be found in the standard, O&M below and Statement of Work. Document achieving these requirements in Tables 1 and 2. 



Crop residue will not be burned. 

The amount of residue needed to reduce erosion to within the soil loss tolerance (“T”) or any other planned soil loss objective, shall be determined using current approved erosion prediction technology, such as RUSLE2.  

Limit the removal of residue by baling or grazing to retain the amount of residue needed to achieve the intended purpose(s).

Soil loss occurs during the winter and summer as a result of runoff from fields without adequate crop residue cover.

Practice Lifespan 1 year

For More Information Contact your local NRCS office and Soil and Water Conservation District
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Additional Guidelines

Even without soil disturbance, crop residue decomposes on the soil surface. 

Cover crops may also be needed if low residue producing crops like cotton, peanuts, soybeans, tobacco, and vegetables are grown. 

Leaving rows of unharvested crops standing at intervals across the field can increase the value of residue for wildlife. 

Operation and Management
Evaluate the effectiveness of the planned residue management to ensure the planned purpose(s) are being achieved.  Adjust the management or choose an alternative technology (standard) if the management is not achieving the planned purpose(s).









[image: clip_image002]
Maintain water quality by preventing soil 
loss from fields throughout the year.






Table 1. Seasonal residue management conservation planning criteria
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Table 2. Practice notes 


	Date
	Operation and Management Notes

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	






















Jobsheet Certification

Prepared by_______________________________Title____________________Date_________________

Approved by______________________________Title____________________Date__________________

Installation Meets NRCS Standards and Specifications


Certified by _______________________________Title____________________Date_________________

	The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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