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EXCAVATED POND  
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION CHECKLISTS 

 
DESIGN 
 

1. Required permits obtained by the landowner 
 

• If the pond qualifies for an agricultural exemption under the Field Level Agreement between the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and NRCS, document the exemption on the farm pond log.  If the pond is 
not eligible for an exemption refer the landowner to the COE for permitting 

• Sediment and erosion control permits, if needed 

• Stream Buffer variances if needed 

 
2. Compliance with NRCS national and state utility safety policy (NEM Part 503-Safety, Subpart A - 

Engineering Activities Affecting Utilities 503.00 through 503.06). 
 
3. Design Survey.  Obtain and record the following information in the engineering field book.  This is the 

minimum design survey and construction layout required for a pond. 
 

• Topographic grid survey of the proposed pond location with a minimum of 9 shots 

• Location and description of TBM.  

• Proposed waterline and auxiliary spillway elevations 

4. Geologic Investigation.  Record the logs of all soils borings conducted at the site: 
 

5. Practice standard criteria related computations and analyses to develop plans and specifications 

6. Construction Specifications 

a. Include construction specifications for all practice standards associated with the pond and modify to 
fit the conditions for this pond 

b. Were any additional specifications needed and included in the design  

c. Construction sequence, if required  

7. Engineering Drawings.  Use appropriate Georgia Standard Engineering Drawing for the pond being 
designed 

8. Design Report and Inspection Plan as appropriate (NEM Part 511, Subpart B Documentation, 511.11 
and Part 512, Subpart D Quality Assurance Activities, 512.30 through 512.32). 

9. Operation and Maintenance Plan.   
 

10. Design modifications during installation as required 
 
INSTALLATION 
 
1. Pre Installation conference with landowner and contractor. 

2. Verification that client has obtained required permits. 

3. Staking and layout according to plans and specifications including applicable layout notes. 
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• Spoil side slopes and top width. 

• Elevation and location of the pipe system and auxiliary spillway (if needed) 

4. Installation inspection (according to inspection plan as appropriate). 

a. Actual materials used.  

b. Inspection records 

5. Facilitate and implement required design modifications with landowner and original designer. 

6. Advise landowner on compliance issues with all federal, state, tribal, and local laws, regulations and NRCS 
policies during installation. 

7. Certification that the installation process and materials meets design and permit requirements. 

8. Erosion and sediment control BMPs in place and maintained. 

 
CONSTRUCTION CHECKOUT 
 
1. Determine if the following meet the design and layout:  

• Length, depth and width of excavation.  

• Side slopes.  

• Berm width.  

• All dimensions of fill, if any.  

• Spoil disposal.  

• Adequacy of surface water control.  

2. Record a statement concerning the condition of vegetation if applicable.  

3. Record the date and signature of person making construction check.  

 
 

 
                                                                                                                                          

 


