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	Management Objectives

Managing the controlled harvest of vegetation with grazing animals for the following purposes:

· Improve or maintain quantity and quality of forage for livestock health and productivity.

· Improve or maintain the health and vigor of plant communities.

· Improve or maintain water quality and quantity.

· Reduce accelerated soil erosion, and maintain or improve soil condition.

· Improve or maintain the quantity and quality of food and/or cover available for wildlife.

· Promote economic stability through grazing land sustainability.



	General Specifications

1. A site-specific livestock and pasture inventory with a description of management is documented using the Graze Excel spreadsheet, C-Graz Access database, or similar method that generates monthly forage supply and demand information. These programs calculate a livestock-forage balance, graphically showing surpluses and deficiencies in production.
2. Stocking rate (animals per acre) and grazing pressure (animals per unit of forage available) are managed by the producer to prevent over grazing.  
3. The recommended minimum grazing height for the forage species, as found in this job sheet, is used to stop grazing an area in order to avoid over utilization and to allow sufficient vegetation for regrowth.

4. Moisture and temperature extremes are considered when determining stocking rates and rotation frequencies.

5. Intensive grazing management strategies that include practices such as creep grazing, temporary fencing, and alternative water, and supplements and mineral placement can be used to improve forage utilization.

6. To avoid livestock approaching and loafing around water facilities as a herd and to improve forage utilization, livestock travel distance to drinking water should not exceed 800 feet. 
7. Grazing frequency and duration, and stocking rates may need to be reduced near environmentally sensitive areas such as streams, wetlands, and farm ponds.

8. Grazing strategies shall consider wildlife populations present within the grazing unit.  Food, water, cover, nesting, and breeding habitat requirements can be met when applying this practice. Consult the NRCS biologist or Wildlife Resources Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources for additional guidance.


	Daily Dry Matter Intake as a % of Body Weight


	Livestock Type or Class

	Intake %


	Dry beef cow

	1.5 – 2.0


	Lactating beef cow

	2.0 – 3.0


	Stocker and heifer cattle

	2.5 – 3.0


	Lactating dairy cow

	3.0 + grain

	Bull*

	1.5 – 2.0


	Horse

	2.0 – 2.5 + grain

	Sheep and goats

	3.5


	*young, thin bulls may consume double this amount



	
	Forage Utilization under Different Stocking Methods
Stocking Method

% Utilization

Continuous

35

Slow rotation (3 – 4 pastures)

50

Moderate rotation (5 – 7 pastures)

55

Fast rotation (8 – 12 pastures)

60

Daily rotation

65

Strip grazing

70

These values represent utilization based on the proper grazing height for the forage species. They should be used only as a guide. Considerable variation can exist within and among categories.  



	

	Dry Matter Productivity, Proper Grazing Height and Estimated Recovery Period
Forage Species

Average Production/1  

(lb/A-in)

Production Range/2
(lb/A-in)

Annual

 Production/3 

(lb/A)

Plant/Stubble Height to End Grazing/4 

(in)

Plant Height to Start Grazing 
(in)

Approximate Recovery
or Rest Period

(days)

Grasses
Bahiagrass

225

100-350

8000

1-2

5

20-28

Bermudagrass, common

260

150-500

8000

2-3

5

18-28

Bermudagrass, hybrid

260

150-500

12,000

3-5

6

18-28

Big Bluestem/5
100

50-250

9000

4

8

25-40

Crabgrass

140

75-200

6000

2-4

5

18-28

Dallisgrass

250

150-350

6000

2-4

5

21-30

Eastern Gamagrass/5
100

50-250

9000

8

12

28-45

Indiangrass/5
100

50-250

9000

5

10

28-40

Johnsongrass/5
150

100-250

7000

6

20

21-30

Millet
150
100-250
10,000
9
15
21-30
Orchardgrass

180
75-300
7000

3-5

6

20-30

Ryegrass (annual)
250

75-400

6000

2-3

5

14-25

Small Grains (oats, rye, wheat)

150

75-250

6000

3-4

8

14-25

Sorghum-sudan hybrids

150

100-250

8000

6-8

18

21-30

Switchgrass/5
100

50-250

9000

8

12

30-45

Tall Fescue/6
210

100-350

7000

3-4

8
21-30

Legumes

Alfalfa/5
225

75-400

9000

3

8

20-25

Clover, arrowleaf or crimson

200

100-300

5000

2-4

6

14-25

Clover, red

220
100-300

7000

2-3

4

18-25

Clover, subterranean or white

200

75-300

5000

2-3

4

18-30

Lespedeza, annual

150

50-250

3000

2-3

4

20-30

Sericea Lespedeza

200

150-250

4000

4-6

8

18-25

Mixtures
Bermudagrass/legumes
250

100-400

9000

2-3

6

14-30

Tall Fescue/alfalfa
225

75-400

7000

3

7

20-30

Tall Fescue/common bermudagrass
250

150-350

9000

3

6

18-30

Tall Fescue/legumes
190

80-325

8000

3

6

18-30

/1 The values should be used only as guides. They represent average values taken from many sources from across the region from thick, well fertilized, actively growing stands. Wherever possible use known production values.

/2 Range covers low management (thin, unfertilized, often unmanaged stands) to high management (thick, well fertilized stands with rapid growth and high yield).

/3 Attainable annual production for medium to high level management.

/4  Use higher value in range for continuous stocking and on sloping areas subject to runoff and erosion. Lower value in range can be used with intensive rotational stocking.

/5  Rotational stocking is necessary to maintain the stand.

/6  Rotational stocking favors persistence of endophyte-free varieties.
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