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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURE
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your grade stabilization structure  functioning as intended:

· Inspect after significant storm events and at least twice a year to identify repair and maintenance needs.

· Inspect the downstream face of the embankment annually.  Wet areas, indicated by seeps, wetland plants or unusually vigorous vegetation the downstream face of an embankment could indicate a serious problem.
· Remove debris that may accumulate immediately upstream or downstream from the structure.  Clear accumulated trash from pipe, if applicable.  Guards must remain in place to keep structure operating as planned.  
· For a pipe structure, repair any settlement or erosion that occurs along the pipe.  If this problem persists, evaluate the pipe for leakage and erosion of the fill material into or along the pipe. 
· Fill rills and gullies that occur on the embankments and in the vegetated spillway.  Reseed the filled areas. Repair erosion at pipe outlets promptly, as applicable.
· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity. 
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, outlets or other appurtenances.
· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.  Repair or replace rusted or damaged metal.  Replace any displaced rock riprap to constructed grade.

· Protect the structure from damage by farm equipment and livestock.  Repair or replace damaged fences to keep livestock away from the structure, where applicable.
· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, fertilization, and mowing as needed.  Use caution during mowing operations so as not to tip or rollover mowing equipment and cause injury or loss of life.  When applying fertilizer to vegetative cover, use caution to prevent degradation to water quality.
· Prevent woody vegetation from growing on or around the structure, embankment, or vegetated spillway areas.  Control tree and bush growth by hand cutting, mowing, or chemicals.  Avoid damaging grass or aquatic vegetation with herbicide sprays.
Additional Details:
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