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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
WATERING FACILITY 
(Tanks and Troughs)

Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your watering facilities functioning as intended:

· Inspect after significant storm events and at least twice a year to identify repair and maintenance needs.  All repairs identified should be completed immediately.
· Check periodically to see if any type of debris has fallen into the trough that may restrict the inflow or outflow system.

· Check tank for leaks or cracks and repair immediately if any cracks or wall separations are found.

· Check the automatic water level device to ensure that it is operating properly.

· Inspect the outlet pipe to be sure it has a free outlet and is not causing any serious erosion problems.

· If the trough has not been designed to prevent damage from freezing, it should be prepared for winter weather, which may include adding material in the storage area to take up expansion.

· Algae and iron sludge sometimes are problems in watering facilities.  Chemicals such as copper sulfate and chlorine have been used.  Federal state, and local rules and regulations are to be followed when recommending chemicals.

· Check for vandalism and normal wear and deterioration.  Repair any damage that would prevent the system from working properly.

· Remove large accumulations of manure at or near the tank or trough.

· Inspect the condition of the pad or surfaced area around the tank or trough for deteriorating condition and repair or replace materials, as needed.
Additional Details:

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
NRCS, Illinois

February 2012
NRCS, Illinois

February 2012
NRCS, Illinois

February 2012

