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Prescribed Grazing – 528A – Form Guide

This form may be used in resource conservation planning where livestock-forage is a significant part of the enterprise.  Where both current and future (planned) livestock-forage balances need to be calculated, use two sheets, marking them accordingly.

Animal unit month (AUM) is the common denominator used in calculations on this form.  AUM is a measure of forage or feed requirement to maintain one animal unit (AU) for a period of 30 days.

All forage consuming livestock kept during the year, or any part of the year, should be listed and converted to AU’s.  Where they are kept only part of the year, list them for the months kept.  Where cow weight averages are higher than 1,000 pounds, AU equivalent may be increased accordingly such as 1.2 AU equivalent for a 1,200 pound cow, 1.3 for a 1,300 pound cow.  The following AU equivalents are for general use in Kansas:

ANIMAL UNIT EQUIVALENTS

Animal Classes
AU
Animal Classes
AU

Cow – dry, 1,000 pounds
1.00
Quarterhorse – mature
1.25


Cow with calf, 1,000 pounds
1.00
Ewe with or without lamb
.20


Bull – Mature
1.40
Ram
.20


Bull – Yearling
.70
Goat with kid
.17


Heifer – 700 pounds
.70
Buck
.17


Heifer – Bred
1.00
Deer – white-tailed
.14


Steer – 700 pounds
.70
Deer – mule
.20


Steer – 900 pounds
.90
Elk
.70


Calf – weaned, 600 pounds
.60
Bison
1.00

Record types of forage by field or pasture and list acres for each.  For standing forage, estimate yield in AUM’s per acre.  Estimate yield in tons and AUM’s for stored forage.  

Record the amounts of standing forage by the month when it is expected to be grown and available to the livestock, including aftermath grazing.  List hay, silage or other stored forages in AUM’s by the month when they will be used.  (Use an asterisk beside the stored forage figures when listed by months, where the same field will furnish both growing and stored forages.)

Total forage needs and forage production in AUM’s are totaled in the last column on the right side of the form.

The “notes” space may be used to explain how periods of deficit will be balanced, and other items pertinent to management such as planned grazing system, and drought provisions, will be addressed.  Use of concentrates may also be explained in the “notes” space.

For livestock carrying capacity in AUM’s per acre for rangeland and pastureland see Section IV of the Field Office Technical Guide describing range sites and pasture and hayland suitability groups.  The following is a guide for converting supplemental forages to AUM’s.  Conversion factors should be adjusted for local conditions.
Pasturage
AUM per Acre
Crop Aftermath
AUM per Acre
Harvested Forage
AUM per Ton
Wheat Pasture
1.0 – 1.5
Cornstalks
1.0 – 3.0
Silage
1.0 – 1.5

Graze-out Wheat
2.0 – 4.0
Milo Stubble
1.0 – 3.0
Alfalfa and Grass Hay

2.0 – 3.0

Forage Sorghum
3.0 – 6.0
Alfalfa
1.0 – 2.0
Sorghum and Sudan Hay
1.5 – 2.5

  and Sudan

Sweet Clover
3.0 – 5.0


Name:  
  Date:  
  Ident. No.:  


Legal Desc.:  

  County:  



To activate this table, open and save Form KS-ECS-528Awksht.xls to the hard drive of your personal computer.  Double click the table to enter values.  Position the table and click outside the table to exit and save entries.
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Livestock Numbers and Forage Needs

Planned AU's of forage to be available

Total AUM's

Estimated yield

Field 

no. 

Kind of forage (Range, 

pasture, hay, silage, 

cornstalks, etc.)

Acres

Forage Production and Utilization Schedule

AU 

equivalents

Planned 

number

Steers

AU's of forage needed

AU's

Cows

Heifers

Livestock

Total AUM's



Total forage available (AUM's)

Total forage needs (AUM's) (From totals above)



Total Forage Needs (AUM's)



Difference (+) or (-)  (AUM's)

Yearlings

Bulls


Legal Desc.:       

Notes:  (Use the arrow key to advance to the next line.)
     

     

     


Technical Service Provider


       

Layout by
  Date


       

Designed by
  Date


       

Checked by
  Date


       

Approved by
  Date




Producer’s Statement

The design of this practice has been discussed with me, and I concur with the design.  No substitutions are allowed without the approval of the technical service provider.


       

Signature
  Date

Certification

This applied practice meets Kansas standards and specifications.


       

Technical Service Provider
  Date

This practice has been applied as designed.


       

Producer
  Date
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Table 1

		Livestock Numbers and Forage Needs

		Livestock						Planned number		AU equivalents		AU's		AU's of forage needed																								Total AUM's

														Jan		Feb		Mar		Apr		May		Jun		Jul		Aug		Sep		Oct		Nov		Dec

		Cows										0																										0

		Heifers										0																										0

		Yearlings										0																										0

		Bulls										0																										0

		Steers										0																										0

		Total Forage Needs (AUM's)												0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Forage Production and Utilization Schedule

		Field no.		Kind of forage (Range, pasture, hay, silage, cornstalks, etc.)		Acres		Estimated yield						Planned AU's of forage to be available																								Total AUM's

								T/A		Total tons		AUM's/A or /T		Jan		Feb		Mar		Apr		May		Jun		Jul		Aug		Sep		Oct		Nov		Dec

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

										0																												0

		Total forage available (AUM's)												0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0

		Total forage needs (AUM's) (From totals above)

		Difference (+) or (-)  (AUM's)												0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0






