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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Conservation Cover - CODE 327
 
 
Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the desired results of the Conservation Cover practice.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 5 year service life of the Conservation Cover practice are:
For establishment and management of grassland plant communites:
· Proper chemical and/or mechanical site preparations should be done prior to planting to ensure good soil to seed contact and minimize weed competition.

· Once established the early successional habitat should be managed by such means as mowing or prescribed burning.  These practices will keep the stand healthy and minimize competition of undesirable species.

· Early successional treatments should be rotated throughout the managed area.  If treatment is on a two-year schedule, treat no more than one half of the site each year.  If treatment is on a three-year schedule, treat no more than one third of the site each year.

· Management practices should be done before April 1st or after July 15th to minimize impact on ground nesting bird species and other wildlife.

· If grassland habitat is the only goal, fields should not be mowed until early spring.  This will allow for optimal winter wildlife cover.

· Any prescribed burning will have a prescribed burning plan and a permit from the NJ Forest Fire Service.
· Any use of pesticides and other chemicals shall be applied following manufacturer’s recommendations and all label directions. 
For establishment and management of pollinator habitat:

· Proper chemical and mechanical site preparations should be done prior to planting to ensure good soil to seed contact and minimize weed competition.

· Only native wildflower species should be used.  Use various flower shapes, sizes and colors to provide habitat needs of diverse pollinator species.
· Select wildflower species combinations that will provide a source of nectar and/or pollen throughout the growing season.

· Weed competition may be controlled using mowing and herbicides, however great care should be taken to minimize negative impacts to the pollinator species.

· Some species of wildflowers used in pollinator plantings may attract unwanted crop pests.  This occurs especially with fruits and vegetables.  Consult with your local NRCS planner for assistance in species selection if this is a concern.
· Any use of pesticides and other chemicals shall be applied following all manufacturer’s recommendations and label directions. 

For establishment and management of herbaceous plugs:
· Proper chemical and mechanical site preparations should be done prior to planting to minimize weed competition and promote plug growth.

· If soil on site is compacted use a small disk or roto-tiller to loosen the soil prior to planting.

· Plant plugs should be native species and selected specifically for the site conditions such as soil pH, soil drainage class and plant hardiness zone. 
· Weed competition may be controlled through mowing and the use of herbicides.

· Any use of pesticides and other chemicals shall be applied following all manufacturer’s recommendations and label directions.
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