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SEDIMENT BASIN – CODE 350

Sediment Basins are designed to trap sediment and debris. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 20 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


· As a minimum inspect basins annually and after major storm events.

· Periodic removal of sediment is necessary to maintain the effectiveness of the installation.  The clean-out intervals may vary depending upon the volume of sediment that has accumulated.  As a general rule, the basin will lose its effectiveness when about 50 percent of the design volume is filled with sediment.  Excavated sediments will be adequately dewatered prior to spreading on adjacent cropland or removal from the site.

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  Periodically mow embankment and auxiliary spillway areas.

· If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized or livestock entry.

· Remove any debris that may accumulate immediately upstream, in the basin, and at outlet structures.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, or outlets.

· Make sure all structure drains are functional and soil is not being transported through the drainage system.  The screens and/or rodent guards shall also be kept in place.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity.

· Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in the earth embankments and repair damage.

· Inspect and maintain inlet structures, conduits and outlet protection structures
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