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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
DIKE – CODE 356
CLASS III

Dikes are constructed to control water levels in the benefited or protected area.  Class III Dikes are low hazard structures where there is little risk to life and property from failure. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 20 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· As a minimum inspect dike annually and after major storm events.

· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.

· Periodically check the elevation of the earthfills and restore to grade, if necessary.  

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilization and controlled application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height of vegetation.

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.

· Inspect and maintain structures.  Check for settlement, piping, or sloughing.  Remove debris from trash racks and inlets.  Repair structural components as needed.

· Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in the earthen sections and repair damage.  Obtain engineering assistance from NRCS or a qualified consultant, if needed.

· Inspect embankment slopes for signs of wave action or sloughing.  To evaluate damage obtain engineering assistance from NRCS or a qualified consultant.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, outlets, or other appurtenances.

· Remove woody vegetation from embankments.
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