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Diversions are constructed to intercept surface runoff and direct flow to a stable outlet.   The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· As a minimum inspect diversions annually and after major storm events.

· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.

· Periodically check the elevation of berms and restore to grade, if necessary.  

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilization and controlled application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height of vegetation.

· Periodically remove sediment deposited in the channel and restore to original dimensions.

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.

· Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in berms and repair damage.  

· Keep outlets free of debris and sediment.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, outlets, or other appurtenances.

· Remove woody vegetation from berms.

· Use care when farming or maintaining vegetation on steep ridges.  Inform operators of potential hazards.
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