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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

FIELD BORDER – CODE 386
Plants that provide wildlife food and cover shall be used. Mowing, harvest, and weed control activities within the field border will be scheduled after July 15th and prior to October 1 to accommodate reproduction and other requirements of grassland nesting birds. Width of borders for wildlife should be a minimum of 25 feet wide and preferably 50 feet or more.  The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

The field borders will be established to adapted species of permanent grass, legumes, and/or shrubs.   Field borders will be established around the field edges to the extent needed to meet the resource needs and producer objectives.  Plant material, seedbed preparation, seeding rates, dates, depths, and planting methods will be consistent with Conservation Practice Standard Critical Area Planting, Code 342 and Conservation Cover, Code 327. Use of locally native plant species shall be encouraged. 
Field borders require careful management and maintenance for performance and longevity.  The following will be planned and applied as needed:

· Storm damage repair.

· Sediment removal - when 6 inches of sediment have accumulated at the field border/cropland interface. 

· Shut off sprayers and raise tillage equipment to avoid damage to field borders.  

· Shape and reseeding border areas damaged by chemicals, tillage or equipment traffic.  

· Fertilize, mow, harvest, and control noxious weeds to maintain plant vigor.  
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