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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFER – CODE 391
Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended functions of a Riparian Forest Buffer. A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice; its intended life span of the planting is at least 15 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

The following actions shall be carried out to insure that this practice functions as intended throughout its expected life. 

· Inspect the riparian forest buffer periodically. Protect and restore as needed, to maintain the intended purpose from vehicular and pedestrian traffic, pest infestations, pesticide use from adjacent lands, livestock damage and fire. Biological control of undesirable plant species and pest (e.g. using predator or parasitic species) shall be used where available and feasible.
· Replace dead trees and shrubs and control undesirable vegetative competition until the buffer is fully functional. 

· Control concentrated flow erosion from upslope areas. 

·  To moderate water temperature and provide detritus and large woody debris to the stream, manage the buffer to maintain a minimum of 50% canopy cover. Place large limbs in the watercourse to provide additional large woody debris in the stream, where needed. 

· To provide habitat and corridors for wildlife, manage the buffer to favor food, shelter, and nesting requirement for indictor or target wildlife species. Refer to standards for Wildlife Upland Habitat Management and Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management. 

· Additional operation and maintenance requirements shall be developed on a site specific basis to assure performance of the practice as intended.
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