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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
GRASSED WATERWAY – CODE 412

Grassed Waterways are constructed to convey surface runoff to a stable outlet.   The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· Inspect frequently and protect from concentrated flows during grass establishment period.  Damaged areas should be filled, compacted and seeded immediately.

· After the first growing season inspect grassed waterways annually and after major storm events.  

· Inspect outlet areas for signs of erosion or instability.

· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.  Frequent crossings should be at stabilized locations. 

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilization and controlled application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height of vegetation.  To enhance wildlife values, time mowing to avoid peak nesting periods and elimination of winter cover.

· Periodically remove sediment deposited in the channel and restore to original dimensions.

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.

· Avoid using waterways as turn-rows during tillage operations.  Avoid cultivation patterns that result in continuous furrows or ridges that prevent field runoff from entering the waterway.

· Inspect appurtenant structures such as riprap transitions, subsurface drains, stone centers, culverts, etc for proper functioning.  Make repairs as needed.
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