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PUMPING PLANT – CODE 533

Pumping Plants are installed to convey water for a conservation use. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 15 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· As a minimum inspect pumping plants annually and after major storm events.

· Follow proper start-up procedures for operation of the pumping plant.

· Operate the pumping plant within the design pressure and discharge requirements.  

· Maintain all pumps, agitators, piping, valves and all other electrical and mechanical equipment in good operating condition by following the manufacturer’s recommendations.

· Maintain grounding rods and wiring for all electrical equipment in good condition.

· Maintain all safety shields on pumps, motors, or other electrical or mechanical equipment.

· Routinely test and inspect all automation components to assure proper functioning.

· Check all pump bases and mountings for durability and ability to hold the pump in place with out vibration. Repair when necessary.

· Replace, repack or tighten the seals when leakage is in excess of manufacturer’s recommendation.

· Drain all pumps and piping including valves that are subject to freezing.  If parts of the system cannot be drained, a non-corrosive anti-freeze solution may be added.

· Check fuel storage and supply lines for leakage.  Repair as needed.

· Keep inlet areas free of sediment or debris that can reduce design capacity and efficiency.

· Inspect and maintain ant-siphon and backflow prevention devices, if applicable.

· Maintain surface drainage around the pumping plant to avoid ponding of water.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage to the structure, earthen areas surrounding the structure, or any appurtenances.

· Prior to repairing or retrofitting any electrically powered equipment, check that electrical service has been disconnected and verify the absence of stray electrical current. 
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