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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
ANIMAL TRAILS AND WALKWAYS – CODE 575

Animal Trails and Walkways provide stabilized travel ways for livestock. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


· Maintain travel surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or repair of the surface.

· Prune, mow, or clear vegetation to maintain travel width.

· Limit usage to periods that minimize damage.  Rotate access to trails stabilized with vegetation to allow for recovery.  Re-seed areas where vegetation is damaged or destroyed.

· Maintain gates and fences installed to manage livestock movement on travel ways..

· Remove debris to prevent blockage of stream crossings, culverts, or bridges.

· Remove manure or organic accumulations and re-grade surface as needed.

· If air quality is a concern, moisten or otherwise treat trail surface to suppress dust during high use periods.  Avoid chemical treatments that can damage vegetation and impair water quality.

· Keep associated drainage structures such as waterways and ditches clear of sediment and debris.  
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