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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
STREAM CROSSING – CODE 578

Stream Crossings provide stabilized travel ways across streams. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


· As a minimum inspect stream crossing annually and after major storm events.

· Maintain travel surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or repair of the surface.

· Inspect stream reach for evidence of scour, channel degradation, sediment deposition or other conditions that could impair or damage the crossing. 

· Inspect structures components for signs of deterioration.  Repair or replace as needed.

· Maintain gates and structures installed to prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry or access to the stream.

· Remove debris to prevent blockage of stream crossings, culverts, or bridges.

· Maintain approach areas in good condition.  Fill ruts or depressions and correct any erosion problems.

· Keep associated drainage structures such as waterways and ditches clear of sediment and debris.

· Maintain all safety measures including any guide rails, signage, etc.  

· Maintain vegetated areas with periodic mowing.  

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.






NRCS, NJ FOTG
September 2004
