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TERRACE – CODE 600

Terraces are designed to control erosion and retain runoff. The estimated life span of the installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this conservation practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good inspection and maintenance program including the following requirements:


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· As a minimum inspect terraces annually and after major storm events.

· Avoid farm tillage operations such as cultivators that reduce the ridge height, resulting in reduced capacity of the terrace.

· Periodic plowing operations may be needed to maintain the constructed ridge height and capacity of terrace.

· Remove all blockages in gradient terraces that prevent or reduce flow.

· Keep surface inlets clean and free of sediment and debris.  Repair damage caused by farm equipment.

· Keep all terrace outlets free flowing.

· Restrict livestock use of field with a terrace system when the ground is wet.

· Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings when used.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.
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