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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

TREE/SHRUB ESTABLISHMENT – CODE 612
Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended functions of a Tree/Shrub Planting.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 15-year design life of a Tree/Shrub Planting is:

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· Corrective actions shall be taken as needed to replace destroyed plant material or dislodged mulching material.

· All plant material should comply with a minimum standard, such as the NJ State Forest Service, US Forest Service, or state approved nursery.
· Invasion by undesirable plants shall be controlled by pulling, mowing, or spraying with a selective herbicide.
· Where wildlife habitat is a concern, do not mow during the primary nesting season (April 1 to July 15 for NJ) 
· Noxious weeds shall be controlled as required by state law.
· Inspect for insect and diseases, and if an incidence threatens stand survival, take corrective action to bring the pest under control.
· Spread 2 to 3 inches of organic mulch such as shredded hardwood bark or bark chips to reduce evaporation of moisture from the soil and help reduce invasion by weeds.
· Remove weeds from between plant to reduce competition.  Weeds can be removed be hand or with a selective herbicide.  Biological control of undesirable plants species and pest (e.g. using predators or parasitic species) can be used where available and feasible.

· Replace dead trees and shrubs and control undesirable competition until the planting is fully functional.

· Control concentrated flow erosion from upslope areas, where necessary.

· To provide habitat and corridor for wildlife, manage the planting to favor food, shelter, and nesting requirement for indicator or target wildlife species.

NRCS, NJ FOTG

April 2010

