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Operation and Maintenance Plan
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management – Code 645
(Butterfly and Humming Bird/Herbaceous Plantings)

Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended desired results of the Upland Wildlife Habitat Management practice.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 1 – year service life of the Upland Wildlife Habitat Management practice are:
· Corrective actions shall be taken as needed to replace destroyed plant material.
· Reshape the soil surface and replant areas where prolonged slope instability is present.

· Invasions by undesirable plants shall be controlled by pulling, mowing, or spraying with a selective herbicide.

· Where wildlife habitat is a concern, do not mow during the primary nesting season (April 1 to July 15 for NJ).

· Noxious weeds shall be controlled as required by state law.

· Inspect for insects and diseases, and if an incidence threatens stand survival, take corrective action to bring the pest under control.

· Use a soil test analysis to determine the need for lime and fertilizer.

· Spread 2 to 3 inches of organic mulch such as shredded hardwood bark or bark chips to reduce evaporation of moisture from the soil and help reduce invasion by weeds.

· Use hand tools to remove weeds from between plants.

· Weeds difficult to remove by hand may require spot treatment with selective broadleaf herbicide.

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management – Code 645
(warm season grasses)

Develop and manage early successional habitat using warm season grasses to benefit desired wildlife or natural communities.  Warm Season grass plantings should be maintained for the 15-year design life.
· Proper chemical and mechanical site preparations should be done prior to planting to ensure good soil to seed contact.
· Once warm season grasses are established proper chemical and mechanical plant controls may be used to prevent competition from undesired plant species.
· Once established the early successional habitat should be managed by such means as mowing or prescribed burning.  These practices will keep the stand healthy and minimize competition of undesirable species.
· Management practice should be done before April 1st or after July 15th to minimize impact on ground nesting birds.
· Any prescribed burning will have a prescribed burning plan and a permit from the NJ Forest Fire Service.
· Any use of pesticides and other chemicals to assure early successional management shall not compromise the intended purpose.
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