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Operation and Maintenance Plan
Shallow Water Management For Wildlife – Code 646

Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended desired results of the Shallow Water Management For Wildlife practice.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10 – year service life of the Shallow Water Management For Wildlife practice are:
· The impoundment should be dewatered and disked or burned at 2 to 3 year intervals to control the invasion by undesirable plants such as common reed and purple loosestrife.

· Annual monitoring of the site shall be carried out to determine the presence of invasive weed problems before they are too severe to control.

· Any use of fertilizers, mechanical treatments, prescribed burning, pesticides and other chemicals to assure the shallow water or moist soil area function shall not compromise the intended purpose.

· Biological control of undesirable plant species and pests (e.g., using predator or parasitic species) shall be implemented where available and feasible.  Biological methods for purple loosestrife are currently available from the NJ Department of Agriculture’s Beneficial Insect Lab.

· Shallow water area should be cleaned out if area becomes filled with sediment or debris to the point that the area’s benefit to wildlife is being affected.
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