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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT DEVELOPMENT/MANAGEMENT – CODE 647
Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended functions of an Early Successional Habitat Development/Management.  A maintenance program shall be followed that is consistent with the purpose of this practice, its intended life, and criteria for its design.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 15-year design life:
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· Corrective actions shall be taken as needed to replace destroyed plant material.
· Invasion by undesirable plants shall be controlled by pulling, mowing, or spraying with a selective herbicide.
· Where wildlife habitat is a concern, do not mow during the primary nesting season (April 1 to July 15 for NJ) 
· Noxious weeds shall be controlled as required by state law.
· Inspect for insect and diseases, and if an incidence threatens stand survival, take corrective action to bring the pest under control.
· Vegetation manipulation to maximize plant and animal diversity can be accomplished by disturbance practices including: prescribed burning, light disking, brush hogging, mowing, grazing or a combination of the above.  The practices to be used are listed in your Conservation Plan and should be applied as scheduled to maintain the desired early successional plant community and discourage invasion of tree species.
· Any use of fertilizer, pesticide and other chemical to assure early successional management shall not compromise the intent purpose.
· Any prescribed burning will have a prescribed burning plan and permits from the NJ Forest Service Department.
· Early successional treatments should be rotated thought the managed area.  If treatment is on a two-year schedule, treat no more that one half of the site each year.  If treatment is on a three-year schedule, treat no more than one third of the site each year.

· Treatment must be accomplished if succession has gone past the desired stage.  Management should be schedule to prevent succession from going past a desired stage.
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