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Conservation Practice CONSTRUCTION Specification
WATER WELl DECOMMISSIONING
            CODE 351
1. SCOPE
The work shall consist of the sealing and permanent closure of water or monitoring wells no longer in use.
Mobilization and Demobilization
The work consists of the mobilization and demobilization of the contractor's forces and equipment necessary for performing the work required identified in the specifications and/or as shown on the drawings.
Structure Removal
The work shall consist of the removal, salvage, and disposal of structures (including fences) from the designated wells as required by the Well Decommissioning Plan.
Pollution Control
The work consists of installing measures or performing work to control erosion and minimize the production of sediment and other pollutants to water and air from construction activities.  The requirements of the United States Environmental Protection Agency National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System must be addressed by a separate document prepared by the owner/sponsor.
Water for Construction
The work consists of furnishing, transporting, measuring, and applying water as specified.
Excavation
The work shall consist of the excavation required by the approved Well Decommissioning Plan and disposal of the excavated materials.
EarthFill
The work consists of the construction of earth embankments, other earthfills, and earth backfills required by the Well Decommissioning Plan.
2. SITE PREPARATION
Mobilization and Demobilization
Mobilization shall include all activities and associated costs for transportation of contractor's personnel, equipment, and operating supplies to the site; establishment of offices, buildings, and other necessary general facilities for the contractor's operations at the site; premiums paid for performance and payment bonds including coinsurance and reinsurance agreements as applicable; and other items as may be specified in this specification or as may be shown on the drawings.
Demobilization shall include all activities and costs for transportation of personnel, equipment, and supplies not required or included in the contract from the site; including the disassembly, removal, and site cleanup of offices, buildings, and other facilities assembled on the site specifically for this contract.
Structure Removal
All structures designated for removal shall be removed to the extent and depth specified, as shown in the Well Decommissioning Plan.

Structures or structure parts that are designated to be salvaged shall be carefully removed and neatly placed in the specified or approved storage location.  Salvaged structures that are capable of being disassembled shall be dismantled into individual members or sections.  Such structures shall be neatly and systematically match-marked with paint before disassembly.  All connectors and other parts shall be marked to indicate their proper location within the structure and shall be fastened to the appropriate structural member or packed in suitable containers.
Material from fences designated to be salvaged shall be placed outside the work area on the property on which the fence was originally located.  Fence wire shall be rolled into uniform rolls of suitable size and neatly piled with other salvaged materials.  Posts and rails shall be neatly stacked.
Refuse materials resulting from structure removal shall be disposed of at locations selected by the contractor unless otherwise specified or as may be shown on the drawings.  Disposal by burning shall be in accordance with local rules and regulations.
Pollution Control
The following erosion and sediment control measures and works shall include, but are not limited to, the following:
Staging of earthwork activities — Excavation and moving of soil materials shall be scheduled to minimize the size of areas disturbed and unprotected from erosion for the shortest reasonable time.
Other — Additional protection measures as specified or required by Federal, State, or Local government permits.
The contractor shall provide watertight tanks or barrels or construct a sump sealed with plastic sheets to dispose of chemical pollutants, such as drained lubricating or transmission fluids, grease, soaps, concrete mixer washwater, or asphalt, produced as a by-product of the construction activities.  At the completion of the construction work, sumps shall be removed and the area restored to its original condition.  Sump removal shall be conducted without causing pollution.
Sanitary facilities, such as chemical toilets, or septic tanks shall not be located next to live streams, wells, or springs.  They shall be located at a distance sufficient to prevent contamination of any water source.  At the completion of construction activities, facilities shall be disposed of without causing pollution and in accordance with all applicable state and local laws and regulations.
All pollution control measures and temporary works shall be adequately maintained in a functional condition for the duration of the construction period.  All temporary measures shall be removed and the site restored to near original condition.
Water for Construction
The contractor shall install and maintain access and haul roads and furnish, operate, and maintain all pumps, piping, tanks, storage, and other facilities required to load, transport, store, distribute, and use construction water as specified.
Water for dust abatement and haul road maintenance shall be applied to haul roads and other dust producing areas as needed to prevent air pollution or excessive dust (which causes impaired vision on trafficked roads and in work areas) and to maintain the roads in good condition for safe and efficient operation during periods of use.  Roads that may be jointly used with the public and by the contractor's equipment shall have dust abatement provisions acceptable to the public entity that has road maintenance responsibility.
3. EarthfilL
Earthfill is composed of natural earth materials that can be placed and compacted by construction equipment, hand tamping, manually directed power tampers or vibrating plates, or their equivalent operated in a conventional manner.
All fill material shall be obtained from required excavations and designated borrow areas.  The selection, blending, routing, and disposition of material in the various fills shall be subject to approval by the engineer.
Fill materials shall contain no frozen soil, sod, brush, roots, or other perishable material.  Rock particles larger than the maximum size specified for each type of fill shall be removed prior to compaction of the fill.
Earthfill shall be placed in approximately horizontal layers.  The thickness of each layer before compaction shall not exceed 6 inches. Materials placed by dumping in piles or windrows shall be spread uniformly to not more than the specified thickness before being compacted.
Hand compacted earth backfill shall be placed in layers whose thickness before compaction does not exceed the maximum thickness specified for layers of earth backfill compacted by manually directed power tampers.
Earthfill shall be placed in a manner that prevents damage to the structures and allows the structures to assume the loads from the earth backfill gradually and uniformly.  The height of the earthfill adjacent to a structure shall be increased at approximately the same rate on all sides of the structure.
4. WELL PLUGGING
Well plugging shall be in accordance to the site specific approved Well Decommissioning Plan.
5. MEASUREMENT
Site Preparation  
There is no measurement for mobilization and demobilization, structure removal, pollution control, or water for construction.
Foundation Work
There is no measurement for diverting surface water, dewatering the construction site, or foundation preparation.
Earthwork
There is no measurement for the earth excavation or earthfill quantities.
Structure Removal
There is no measurement for structure removal.
Well Plugging
The grouting/cementing of the borehole shall be paid as a lump sum.
6. CERTIFICATION
The well driller must be currently licensed in the State of New Mexico.
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A copy of the NM licensed well driller’s Plugging Record Report is required by New Mexico Office of the State Engineer.
NRCS, NM
December 2004

NRCS, NM
December 2010
NRCS, NM
December 2010
Project Name:
Date: 

7.   ITEMS OF WORK AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Items of work to be prepared in conformance with this specification and the construction details are:
a. The work shall be in accordance with the site specific Well Decommissioning Plan approved by the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer.  In addition, if this well or monitoring well has been installed under a New Mexico Environmental Department (NMED) Ground Water Discharge permit, the “Well Decommissioning Plan” shall also have been approved by the NMED Ground Water Quality Bureau and work shall conform to NMED requirements. 
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