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Cut-Back Borders 

 
A. The minimum width for a cut-back border is 30 feet. Generally, 50 feet will be the maximum 
width to benefit non-forest wildlife.  When managing early successional habitat for forest wildlife, 
300 will be the maximum width for a cut-back border.  

B. Establish cut-back borders by one of the following methods: 

 
1. For narrow cut-back borders (maximum 50 ft. width) either:   

 
a. Clear cut all trees and shrubs except mature mast-producing trees such as oaks or 

hickories and hollow den trees.  Construct brush piles or windrows by crisscrossing 
trunks and larger branches, then piling smaller branches on top. 
 

b. Cut only trees and shrubs whose very tops will touch the open field when cut.  Cut even 
mast-producing and hollow den trees. 

 
2. For wide cut-back borders (maximum 300 ft. width) clear cut trees and invasive shrubs, 

leaving 10 to 25 trees of 10 inches diameter or greater (at breast height) per acre.  When 
oaks, hickories, cherries, or black locust and hollow den trees 10 inches or greater are 
present, leave these trees. 
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Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed. To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service. 


