Landowner’s Name, Town, VT

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

 FOR

WASTE TREATMENT - MILKHOUSE WASTEWATER INFILTRATION AREA
A properly operated and maintained Milkhouse Wastewater Infiltration Area is an asset to your property.  This infiltration area was designed and installed to remove sediment, organic matter, chemicals, nutrients or other pollutants from milkhouse wastewater, thereby reducing pollution.  The estimated life span of this practice is at least 10 years.  The life span can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some requirements to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Operation and Maintenance

1. This system relies on infiltration into the ground to treat the wastewater from the milkhouse.  The introduction of milk into the system can cause the pores in the soils to plug and prevent the wastewater to infiltrate.  Therefore, if is very important that the volume of milk and solid material flowing into the milkhouse drain must be kept to a minimum.
2. If the bulk tank has to be dumped, the milk cannot be allowed to flow into the milkhouse drain.

3. Waste milk such as colostrum cannot be dumped into the milkhouse drain.
4. Both tanks must be pumped out at least once a year.  The effluent filter should be removed and cleaned during pump out.
5. Access to the infiltration area by equipment and heavy livestock traffic must not be allowed.  If necessary to keep livestock and equipment away from the area, install and maintain a fence around the area.  The grass shall be kept mowed.

Inspection and Maintenance

1. Periodic inspection of the infiltration area shall be made to insure the system is working.  Check for odor and look for water seeping out of the ground.
2. Inspection of the inside of the septic tank and grease trap should be done twice per year, preferably once in the spring and once in late fall.  Check tank baffles to insure proper operation.  Check the volume of grease build up to determine if the tanks need to be pumped out more regularly.  Tanks shall never be entered without proper respiratory protection.
3. Equipment traffic over and around the area of the septic tanks and grease trap must be kept to a minimum.

4. Equipment traffic over the 4” SDR-35 pipe must be kept to a minimum or heavy duty pipe must be installed to accommodate this traffic.

Specific Requirements for Your Practice
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