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� 
� Use the table below to schedul e your ent activity(ies). 

647 – Early Successional Habitat 
Development/Management 

Implementation Requirements 
- CRP Required Management Activities -

CRP Practice: 

Producer: Tract: 
 Purpose 
 To open the grass stand and allow for wildflowers (forbs) to grow. As CRP fields age, the grass becomes 
dominant and smothers out the forbs, making the field less valuable to wildlife. Management activities disturb 
the old sod and improve its wildlife value by setting back grasses and allowing flowering plants to grow. 

Specifications 
Conservation Reserve Program Requirements: 
• Management Activity will not be completed during the primary nesting season (May 15 – August 1).
• To protect soil, water, and wildlife resources, complete management activities over 3 years by applying an

activity to 1/3 of the acres in each scheduled year until all acres have been treated.
• Contracts of 20 acres or less: management activities may be applied to all acres in one year.
• For CRP wetland practices: management activities are required for the wetland and buffer unless the area

is inundated by water during the prescribed time frame.
• All CRP practices are eligible for grazing and haying as management activities except food plots, tree or

shrub plantings and SAFE Pheasant Recovery winter habitat.
• Tree and shrub plantings that are approved on CRP acres and included in the conservation plan do not

require management activities.
• Newly established seedings will apply management activities during contract years 4, 5, 6 for a 10-

year contract and years 5, 7, 9 for a 15-year contract. CRP re-enrollment that does not require a cover
change can apply management activities in years 1, 2, 3.

• In no case should management activities occur during the last 3 years of the contract.
• Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds (CP33) will have management activities applied twice on all acres

between contract years 3 and 7, with a minimum of 1 year between management activities.
• A combination of management activities may be used on the same acres to achieve the planned result.
• See your conservation plan and map for areas to be treated.
• Refer to Iowa CRP Required Management Activity Option Guide Sheet for more information.

Management 
Activities 

• Grazing
• Haying*
• Interseeding*
• Prescribed Burning
• Spraying
• Tillage

*Haying or interseeding
only will not meet
requirements.

Management Activity(ies) 
(Select from pull down menu) 

Field Year Acres 
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IA-647-IR-CRP 

 Management Activity Descriptions  

Grazing 

Grazing must follow CRP Non-Emergency Grazing policy. Follow grazing frequency, timing, and utilization 
requirements according to NRCS CRP Non-Emergency Grazing Plan Supplement. Land within 20’ of a 
stream or permanent waterbody will not be grazed and no additional required management will be needed 
on such land. Grazing may be applied to all acres in one year, or 1/3 of the contract acres each year for 
three years. Grazing must be requested and approved by FSA County Committee before grazing. Also 
consider interseeding after grazing to improve the plant community diversity. No annual payment reduction 
will be applied when grazing for required management. 

Haying 

Haying only will not meet requirements. Interseeding, tilling, or spraying must also be completed. Follow 
NRCS CRP Non-Emergency Haying and Grazing Plan Supplement for haying period, frequency, and 
minimum stubble height. Land within 20' of a stream or permanent waterbody must be excluded and no 
additional activity will be required on such land. Haying may only take place from August 2 - August 31. A 
25% annual payment reduction will be applied for this option. Haying must be requested and approved by 
FSA County Committee before haying. Follow NRCS Forage Harvest Management (511) standard. 

Interseeding 

Interseed introduced legumes such as alfalfa, ladino or red clovers, or native forbs such as partridge pea, 
black-eyed susan, or wild bergamot into the existing grass stand. Before interseeding, the existing 
vegetation must be weakened by burning, tilling, spraying, or grazing. Non-emergency haying, where 
allowed, is also acceptable. Follow guidance for seedbed preparation, seeding operation, seeding dates 
and approved plant species in the Conservation Cover (327) Implementation Requirement and the attached 
seeding plan. Apply a minimum of 1/4 seeding rate for interseeding. Introduced legumes will be seeded at 
1/4 rate of the pure stand seeding rate. Native forbs will be seeded at 10 seeds/square foot. 

Prescribed Burning 

Prescribed burning must be done according to a burn plan. Complete burning over 3 years by applying to 
1/3 of the acres in each scheduled year or the entire contract acres in one year, based on the burn 
plan. Optimal dates for burning based on the plant community are: 

 Cool Season Grasses, March 1 – April 15 
 Warm Season Grasses, April 1 – May 14 
 Forbs, September 1 – February 1 

Follow NRCS Prescribed Burning (338) standard and refer to the attached Prescribed Burning 
Implementation Requirement for more information. Fire is an inappropriate management tool for organic 
soils (peat and mucky soil types). 

Spraying (Herbicide Application) 

Apply herbicide to target and weaken grasses to improve conditions for forb growth. Apply the lowest label 
rate which will accomplish the desired conditions. Always follow the label. Spray when the grass is actively 
growing. Mowing or burning is encouraged before spraying. 

 When spraying cool season (introduced) grasses, the herbicide will be non-selective (example: 
glyphosate). Herbicides are most effective on introduced grasses in the spring and early fall. 

 When spraying warm season (native) grasses, the herbicide used shall target only grasses 
(example: Clethodim). Herbicides are most effective on warm season grasses in late summer 
into the early fall. 

Do NOT spray over open water. Land within 20' of a permanent or intermittent waterbody must be 
excluded and no additional activity will be required on such land. 

Tillage 

Till the ground no deeper than 4 inches leaving 50% residue and 50% bare ground. This may require 
a minimum of 3-4 passes and should be done on the contour. Mowing, burning, grazing or haying 
may be needed prior to tillage if equipment is not heavy enough to penetrate existing sod. Rotate the 
tilled areas, either blocks within the field or strips across the field. Tilling in strips is recommended, 
especially on C and D slopes. When tilling in strips, alternate tilled strips that are less than 75’ wide with 
an area twice the size of the tilled strip across the field on the contour/cross-slope. 
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