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Fence  (Barbed, Barbless and Woven Wire)       382  
 
Conservation Practice Job Sheet 
 
Name         County     Acres     
 
Field ID(s)    ____________      ____  Feet of Planned Fence __________________________ 
 
Barbed wire fences must have 4 strands for perimeter and interior fences when used for cattle and horses 
and 7 strands for sheep and goats. 
 
Use new materials (with the exception of steel pipe and utility poles in excellent condition).  Trees, 
stumps, in-service utility poles or landscape timbers are not allowed.  Wooden posts will be Osage 
Orange, red cedar, black locust or treated posts labeled as specified in AWPA standard UC4A.   
 
H-braces or welded angle braces will be used for all fences (except one and two wire electric fences).   
Single H-brace or angle brace assemblies are sufficient at gates and for pull assemblies every 1320 feet 
for barbed wire and barbless cable, 660 feet for woven wire, and 2640 feet for high tensile electric wire 
with more than two wires.  Double H-brace or angle brace assemblies must be used with any 20 degree 
change in direction and slope changes in excess of 8 percent.  The horizontal brace shall be a minimum 
of 6 - 10 feet long and either 3inch diameter wood or 1 7/8 inch diameter steel pipe.   
 
Corner, gate, end and pull posts will be either 5 inch diameter wood or composite or 2-3/8 inch diameter 
steel pipe. Capping of steel pipe is required to slow rust and painting recommended. Posts will be driven 
or set 36 inches where possible and 24 inches with concrete 6 inches around the post when not feasible.  
Wooden corner posts should be thoroughly tamped.  A tension wire is required on all wood braces, 
consisting of two complete loops of 12 gauge or stronger wire with a twitch stick or inline wire 
tightener.  Corner posts will be 36 inches plus the height of the fence in length.   
 
Line posts will be 3 inch wood posts driven 24 inches or steel T-posts (weighing 1-1/4 lbs/ft) driven to 
the top of the anchor plate.  Posts will be used every 20 feet or 30 feet with stays, for barbed wire and 
barbless cable.  The post spacing for woven wire fences is recommended to be every 10 feet or less.  
 
For barbed wire each line must be two twisted strands of 12 ½ gauge malleable or 15 ½ gauge high-
tensile wire, with either 2 or 4 point fixed barbs.  For woven wire the top and bottom strands shall be 12 
1/2 gauge or heavier with intermediate strands 14 ½ gauge or heavier.  Fences with 32” woven wire 
shall have at lest one 12 gauge or 15 ½ gauge high tensile barbed, barbless or 12 ½ gauge smooth wire at 
least four inches above the woven wire.  The base of the woven wire shall be near ground level. 
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