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Forage Harvest Management (511) 


	Participant Name: Click here to enter text.
	Date:  Click here to enter text.

	Program Name:  Click here to enter text.
	Farm # Click here to enter text.     Tract# Click here to enter text.
Field#  Click here to enter text.

	Contract Number:  Click here to enter text.
	


Forage Harvest Management: The timely cutting and removal of forages from the field as hay, green-chop, or ensilage.

· Forage Harvest Management may be applied for the following purposes:
· Optimize yield and quality 
of forage at the desired levels.
· Promote vigorous plant re-growth.
· Manage for the desired species composition.
·  Use forage plant biomass as a 
soil nutrient uptake tool.
· Control insects, diseases and weeds.
· Maintain and/or improve wildlife habitat.
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General Forage Harvest Management Information
	Purpose of Forage Harvest Management:
	Choose an item.
	Method of Harvest:
	Choose an item.







Site Specific Information
	The fields planned for Forage Harvest Management (511) are planned below. See NRCS Forage Harvest Management specification for further details.

	Field Number
	Field Acres
	Forage Species
	Time of  Harvest
	Minimum Stubble Height
	Last Targeted Harvest Time
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General Specifications:
· Forage will be harvested at a frequency and height that optimizes the desired forage stand, plant community, and stand life.
· Harvest forage at the stage of maturity that provides the desired quality and quantity without compromising plant vigor and stand longevity.
· Harvest silage/haylage crops within the optimum moisture range for the type of storage method(s) or structure(s) being utilized.
· Cut forage plants at a height that will promote the vigor and health of the desired species.
· Cutting heights will provide adequate residual leaf area; adequate numbers of terminal, basal or auxiliary tillers or buds; insulation from extreme heat or cold; and/or unsevered stem bases that store food reserves needed for full, vigorous recovery.
· Nutrient Management (590) shall be followed, if applicable.
· Soil amendments shall be applied according to soil test results if the purpose of the practice is being used for a soil nutrient uptake tool.
· Forage shall not contain contaminants that can cause illness or death to the animal being fed or rejection of the offered forage. If client objectives include providing suitable habitat for desired wildlife species then appropriate harvest schedule(s), cover patterns, and minimum plant heights to provide suitable habitat for the desired specie(s) should be implemented and maintained. Coordinate this practice with conservation practice standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) and accompanying job sheets.
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