NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

WASTEWATER TREATMENT STRIP 
(Ac.) 
CODE 635 
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	Prepared By:
	     
	Date:
	7/18/2007


OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance.  The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.  

Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which it was installed.  Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing components which fail.

Necessary operation and maintenance items to include in plan are:
1. Harvest treatment strip vegetation as appropriate to encourage dense growth, maintain an upright growth habit, and remove nutrients and other contaminants that are contained in the plant tissue

2. Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds

3. Inspect and repair treatment strips after storm events to fill in gullies, remove flow disrupting sediment accumulation, re-seed disturbed areas, and take other measures to prevent concentrated flow

4. Apply supplemental nutrients as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density of herbaceous vegetation

5. Maintain or restore the treatment strip as necessary by periodically grading when deposition jeopardizes its function, and then reestablishing to herbaceous vegetation

6. Routinely de-thatch and/or aerate treatment strips used for treating runoff from livestock holding areas in order to promote infiltration

7. Conduct maintenance activities only when the treatment strip is dry and moisture content in the surface soil layer will not allow compaction 

8. Prevent grazing in treatment strips
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