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USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification 

ARIZONA

heavy use area protection

(acre)

CODE NO. 561

1. Scope

The work shall consist of all preparations and furnishing and installing seed and fertilizer as required for protection against soil erosion and to improve air and water quality, aesthetics and livestock health.

2. General
For information regarding Seedbed Preparation, Seeding, Fertilizing and Sodding, refer to the specifications for Critical Area Planting (342).

3. Seeding
Species Selection by Major Land Resource Areas. See Table 1. 
4. Maintenance
Maintenance is an important factor in securing and retaining an effective vegetative cover.

A. 
Irrigation (where applicable)

If soil moisture is deficient, supply new seedings with adequate water for plant growth until they are firmly established. This is especially true when seedings are made late in the planting season or on adverse sites.

B. 
Repair

Inspect all seeded areas for failure and make necessary repairs and reseeding within the planting season if possible. If stand is inadequate, overseed and fertilize using half of the rates originally applied. If the stand is over 60% damaged, re-establish following original fertilizer, seedbed preparation and seeding recommendations.

C. 
Fertilizer

Should be applied under a regular program that is based on soil fertility tests and on the use and general appearance of the vegetation during subsequent growing seasons.

D.
Fire Protection
Install any measures needed to protect the vege​tation from fire. Effective control measures include access roads, spraying for broadleaf weeds, and mowing. Mowing periodically will also control weeds, produce a denser sod. and enhance the attractiveness of the area. Remove of spread heavy accumulations of plant residue.
5. Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements


6. Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Designs showing alignment, width, side slopes, drainage, erosion control, surfacing, traffic safety, and construction operations.

Drawings, No.      
7. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Water Quality Considerations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other      
8. Operation and Maintenance

This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maintain the roadway surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or repair of the surface.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prevent surface ponding by grading to remove depressions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limit livestock usage to periods that permit use without damage.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remove debris to prevent blockage of stream crossings, culverts or bridges.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Control all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Immediately repair any damage from vandalism, vehicles, or livestock.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation


TABLE 1
	Adapted species
	Sandy soils
	Loam soils
	Clayey soils
	Saline soils
	Seeding Rate 

	Seeding date

	MLRA D-31, 31

Bermudagrass
	X
	X
	X
	X
	6
	May-Jun

	MLRA D-35, 36, 39

Tall fescue

Kentucky bluegrass

Streambank wheatgrass

Western wheatgrass
	X
	X
X
X
X
	X
X


	X
	16

10

12

16
	Aug-Sep 5

Aug-Sep 5

Aug-Sep 5

Aug-Sep 5

	MLRA D-38

Bermudagrass

Kentucky bluegrass

Tall fescue

Lehman lovegrass
	X

X
	X

X

X

X
	X

X

X
	X

X
	6

10

16

16
	Jun

Aug-Sep 5

Aug-Sep 5

Sep

	MLRA D-40

Bermudagrass

Lehman lovegrass
	X

X
	X

X
	X
	X
	6

2
	Jan-Jul 15

Dec-Jul

	MLRA D-41,42

Bermudagrass

Lehman lovegrass

Tall fescue
	X

X
	X

X

X
	X

X
	X

X
	6

2

16
	Jun

Dec-Jul

Sep
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� Pounds per live seed per acre
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