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USDA Natural ResourceS Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Specification 

ARIZONA

terrace

(feet, m)

CODE NO. 600

1. Scope

The work shall consist of all preparation, earthfill and furnishings and installing materials as required for construction of the terrace.

2. general Requirements

A.
Construction

All dead furrows, ditches, or gullies shall be filled before constructing the terrace or shall be part of the construction. All old terraces, fence rows, hedge rows, trees and other obstructions shall be removed, as necessary, to install a farmable system.

The terraces shall be constructed to planned alignment, grade and cross section. In addition, the specified overfill for settlement and the channel shall drain reasonably well.

Any ditch or depression at the bottom of the back slope shall be filled and smoothed so that drainage will be away from the terrace and not parallel to it.

Provisions must be made to prevent piping if underground conduits are located under terrace ridges. Mechanical compaction, water packing, installation and backfill of conduit trenches early enough to allow adequate settlement are methods that can be used. The materials used for the inlet and the conduit shall be suitable for the purpose intended (see Standard 606). Terrace ridges constructed across gullies or depressions shall be compacted by machinery travel or by other suitable means to insure proper functioning of the terrace. The surface of the finished terrace shall be reasonably smooth‑arid present a workmanlike finish.

If necessary, topsoil shall be stockpiled and spread over excavations and other areas to facilitate restoration of productivity.

If vegetation is required, seedbed preparation, seeding, fertilizing and mulching shall comply with specifications in technical guides.

B.
Safety and Maintenance

A program shall be established for maintaining terrace capacity, storage, ridge height and outlets. Each intake of underground outlets must be kept clean and sediment buildup redistributed so that the inlet is in the lowest place. Inlets damaged or cut off by farm machinery must be replaced or repaired immediately.

Terrace ridges, especially those with steep back slopes, can be very hazardous. For this reason, some farmers prefer steep front slopes also, thus keeping machinery away from the steep back slopes. All cut slopes and fills that are to be farmed must be steeper than those on which farm equipment can operate safely. Any hazards must be brought to the attention of the responsible person.

3. Special Requirements

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements

     
4. Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Designs showing alignment, width, side slopes, drainage, erosion control, surfacing, traffic safety, and construction operations.

Drawings, No.      
5. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Water Quality Considerations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other      
6. Operation and Maintenance

This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maintain the roadway surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or repair of the surface.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prevent surface ponding by grading to remove depressions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limit livestock usage to periods that permit use without damage.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remove debris to prevent blockage of stream crossings, culverts or bridges.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Control all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Immediately repair any damage from vandalism, vehicles, or livestock.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation
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