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ARIZONA

forest trails and landings

(acre)

CODE NO. 655
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Date


     
NRCS Field Office
     

Conservation District
     
NRCS Assistance By
      

Project Name

     
Field / Pasture Numbers
      
Purpose


     
Project Size (ac)
      


1. scope

The work shall consist of constructing a temporary or infrequently used route, path or cleared area within a forest.

2. general specifications
Any alterations or additions to this practice design must be approved by NRCS prior to modifying this specification.

Forest trails and landings installed on state, federal, and tribal owned lands normally require permit or approval.  

The NRCS assumes no responsibility for interference with private or public utilities.

State and federally protected plants, animals, cultural resources, and historically significant properties shall not be harmed or destroyed during the installation of this practice. 

All work shall be done in a manner that minimizes soil and vegetation disturbance and the movement of sediment and other pollutants into streams and water bodies. Vegetation clearance shall not exceed that required to install the practice. Any engine oil, lubricants, or other chemical pollutants spilled during construction shall be safely collected and properly disposed of. Trails and landings will be of a size, gradient, number and location to accomplish the intended purpose.

They shall be located to minimize adverse onsite and off-site impacts such as accelerated erosion, riparian area degradation, stream channel and stream bank damage, hydrology modification, aesthetics or unacceptable damage to advance regeneration, residual growing stock or wildlife habitat.

Timing and use of equipment will be commensurate with site and soil conditions to maintain site productivity and minimize soil erosion, displacement and compaction. 

Slash, debris and vegetative material left on the site after use will not present an unacceptable fire or pest hazard or interfere with the intended purpose.

Drainage and erosion control measures for trails shall be used and located to minimize water flows and erosion rates to acceptable levels.

Trails and landings shall be revegetated to control erosion as needed. Refer to the standard Critical Area Planting, 342.  Locally invasive and noxious plants will not be used for revegetation.

Measures, including the use and treatment of equipment, will be used to control or protect against locally invasive species.  If pesticides are used, refer to the Standard Pest Management, 595.
3. Skid trails
Soils:      
Slope:       to      
Skid Trail Spacing:      
Skid Trail Width:      
Down Hill Skid Trail Grade:       (20% max.)

Up Hill Skid Trail Grade:       (10% max.)

After Harvest Water Bar Spacing:       (See spacing guide below)

	WATER BAR SPACING GUIDE (feet)

	% Slope    

Of Centerline
	Erosivity of Road Surface

	
	Slight
	Moderate
	High

	2
	1000
	500
	250

	4
	700
	400
	175

	6
	500
	350
	150

	8
	400
	300
	140

	10
	350
	250
	130

	12
	300
	200
	120

	14
	250
	175
	110

	16
	200
	150
	100

	18
	150
	125
	90

	20
	125
	100
	80


Distances are maximum and should be varied to accommodate on-site conditions.
Number of Water Bars Needed:      
If Revegetation Seeding is Needed Refer to Attached Critical Area Planting, 342, Specification  FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Landings

Avoid placing landings in floodplains, wetlands, slide prone areas and on erosive soils.

Locate landings away from streams so any sediment can naturally filter out before reaching a stream.  Filter strips can be calculated using the following: 50 feet + 2 x percent slope = Filter Width (in feet).

	Filter Strip #1 -       ft.
	Filter Strip #2       ft.

	Filter Strip #3 -       ft.
	Filter Strip #4       ft.


Landing Spacing:       (Maximum 1200 – 1500 ft., Ideal spacing 800 ft. or less)

Size landings between ¼ and ½ acre.

Slope landings gently (< 2%) away from roads.

After harvesting operation is complete install water bars (see WATER BAR SPACING GUIDE) and vegetate roads.
Water Bar Spacing:      
If Revegetation Seeding is Needed Refer to Attached Critical Area Planting, 342, Specification  FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

6. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other      
7. Operation and Maintenance

Periodic inspections of trails and landings will be conducted and necessary repairs applied to assure proper function of the practice.  Examples of items that must be repaired include, but are not limited to, ruts, erosion areas, and depressions created by equipment movement or stored forest products.
Landings and trails utilized as firebreaks will be properly maintained to accomplish this purpose.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation

     
I have reviewed the plans and specifications. I accept and approve them for the installation of this project.

Landowner or Operator 

Date 
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