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Navigating and Using the Soil Data Mart

ACCESSING SOIL DATAMART  (ctrl + click link below)

http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov

Functionality includes:

1) Generate and Print Reports 
2) Download data (Spatial and/or Tabular) 

 
Soil Data Mart Home Page 
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Determining Data Availability for a Location. 

Select the Status Map link at the top of the Soil Data Mart Page to navigate to the Display 
page. 3 choices are PDF, JPG or SHP. 

Status Map in Pop-up Window 
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Select State or View Availability of Soil Data 

Select County or Survey Area 
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If County is selected, it will show all available datasets for a given county. If Survey Area is 
selected, all survey areas are shown. 

 
 
At this point, a decision is made as to download data directly or to generate and review 
specific soil reports.  Other functions include Viewing Metadata or to add your email address 
to this County’s subscription list to be notified when the data is updated. 
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The following pages provide additional information on these 4 capabilities. 

Viewing Metadata: 

Provides specific information about the SSURGO database including Spatial and Attribute 
information, Data Quality, Vintage of data, and includes any changes to the database from a 
previous version. 

� Identification_Information  
� Data_Quality_Information  
� Spatial_Data_Organization_Information  
� Spatial_Reference_Information  
� Entity_and_Attribute_Information  
� Distribution_Information  
� Metadata_Reference_Information  
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Downloading data: 
 
Either Spatial and Tabular data can be downloaded together or individually by using the “radio” 
buttons at the top of the page.   
 
Choices include: 

� Spatial data can be downloaded by format type and coordinate system.  Selecting the 
Digital Format (*.shp), Coordinate System (in Florida Zone 16 (Panhandle) and Zone 17 
(Peninsula). 

� Tabular data is downloaded and then viewed using Microsoft Access. Individuals may 
select the most applicable version for their computer or the Access Template for individual 
states (if available).  

� Enter your email address and submit a request. Notification will be received depending on 
your location within the queue nationwide. 
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Generating Reports:
 
To generate reports, determine which the map units to generate a report for. 
Either select individual map units by clicking on the Map Unit Symbol or use the “Select All” 
button.

 
 
There is a hyperlink to assist with which commonly used soil properties are used by report. 
Using this feature can help you determine which Report to generate. 
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Then, using the drop-down list, chose the report you would like to view.  For example, say 
you want to view the Agricultural Disposal of Wastewater by Irrigation and Overland Flow 
interpretation for all map units in Marion County.  Select Marion County, Florida, Select All 
map units, Navigate to Generate Reports,  Choose Agricultural Disposal of Wastewater by 
Irrigation and Overland Flow.  
 

 
 
Click Generate Report and Agricultural Disposal of Wastewater by Irrigation and Overland 
Flow Reports comes up in a new window.
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ACCESSING ADDITIONAL REPORTS AND INTERPRETATIONS 

Use the drop-down box and highlight “Selected Soil Interpretations”. Click the Generate 
Report button. 
 

 
 
This Report provides the Regular Interpretation Reports plus Additional Reports list that are 
not available in the Primary Reports window.   
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This report allows the customer to produce a report showing the results of the soil interpretation(s) 
of his or her choice. It is useful when a standard report that displays the results of the selected 
interpretation(s) is not available. 
 
When customers select this report, they are presented with a list of interpretations with results for 
the selected map units. The customer may select up to three interpretations to be presented in table 
format.  For a description of the particular interpretations and their criteria, use the "Selected 
Survey Area Interpretation Descriptions" report. 
 
Categories of Additional Interpretation Reports: 
Agricultural Waste Management, Department of Homeland Security, Engineering, 
Forestry, Grazing Lands, Military, Urban/Recreational, Water Management 
 
Creating a Custom Interpretation Report: 
 

1) Select the interpretations by holding down the SHIFT key and selecting the reports (3 
maximum) 

2) Decide if you want the Minor Soils, the description of the interpretation and if you want the 
report in “Rich Text Format”. 

3) In this example we selected 3 Engineering Interpretations (Septic Tanks Absorption Fields-
Florida, Sanitary Landfill-Trench type, and Sewage Lagoons). 

a. Note: The “FL” at the end of the Report Name indicates that the Interpretation is 
specific to the state of Florida.  

 

 
 


