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Definition

Using ridges and furrows formed by tillage, planting and other farming operations to change the direction of runoff from directly downslope to around the hillslope.

Purpose

This practice is applied to achieve one or more of the following:

· Reduce sheet and rill erosion.

· Reduce transport of sediment, other solids and the contaminants attached to them.

· Increase water infiltration.
Conditions Where Practice Applies

This practice applies on sloping land where annual crops are grown.  For orchards, vineyards and nut crops use the practice Contour Orchard and Other Fruit Areas, code 331. 
Conservation Management System

Contour Farming normally established concurrently with other practices as part of a conservation management system.  
Plans and Specifications
Specifications for establishment and operation of this practice shall be prepared for each field according to the Criteria, Considerations, and Operation and Maintenance described in the standard (Code 330).  


The plans shall include, as a minimum:

· Percent land slope used for conservation planning;

· The minimum and maximum allowable row grades for the contour system;

· A sketch map or photograph of the field showing:

· the approximate location of the baselines used to establish the system;

· the location of stable outlets for the system

The Conservation Practice Specification (Code 330) provides additional guidance for practice installation.  The following section of this Jobsheet shall be used to record the plans and specifications (job specifications) for the installation, operation and maintenance of this practice on the client’s treatment unit.  
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	Jobsheet Prepared for

	Client Name:
	
	Owner or Operator:
	

	Business Name:
	
	Farm No.:
	
	Tract No.:
	

	Treatment Unit Name or Identifier:
	
	Unit Size (acres):
	

	Amount of Practice to be Installed on Unit:
	

	Jobsheet Prepared by

	Name: 
	
	Title:
	
	Date Prepared: 
	


	Purpose of Client Installing Practice (“X” applicable purposes)

	
	Reduce sheet and rill erosion.

	
	Reduce transport of sediment, other solids and the contaminants attached to them.

	
	Increase water infiltration.


	Percent Land Slope and Allowable Row Grades

	Percent land slope used for conservation planning:  
	

	Minimum allowable row grades for the contour system:
	

	Maximum allowable row grades for the contour system:
	

	Allowable deviation from the contour for the planting pattern:
	

	Minimum ridge height:
	


	Other Installation Requirements

	Other requirements for contour farming installation on treatment unit:  

	


	Control of Surface and Concentrated Flows

	Surface flow from contoured fields shall be delivered to stable outlets.  

Grassed waterways, water and sediment control basins, underground outlets, or other suitable practices should be used to protect areas of existing or potential concentrated flow erosion.

If necessary, stable outlets to be established on treatment unit:  

	


	Operation and Maintenance Requirements (To be carried out after practice installation throughout the life of the practice.)

	Perform all tillage and planting operations parallel to contour baselines or terraces, diversions, or contour buffer strip boundaries where these practices are used, provided the applicable row grade criteria are met.  

Where terraces, diversions, or contour buffer strips are not present, maintain contour markers on grades that, when followed during establishment of each crop, will maintain crop rows at designed grades.  Contour markers may be field boundaries, a crop row left untilled near or on an original contour baseline or other readily identifiable, continuous, lasting marker.  All tillage and planting operations shall be parallel to the established marker.  If a marker is lost, re-establish a contour baseline within the applicable criteria set forth by this standard prior to seedbed preparation for the next crop.

Farming operations should begin on the contour baselines and proceed both up and down the slope in a parallel pattern until patterns meet.  Where field operations begin to converge between two non-parallel contour baselines, establish a correction area that either is permanently in sod, established to an annual close-grown crop. 

Where contour row curvature becomes too sharp to keep machinery aligned with rows during field operations, establish sod turn strips on sharp ridge points or other odd areas as needed.  

Site specific or additional operation and maintenance requirements:  

	


	Practice Location

	The practice location is shown on the following document: (“X” below)

	
	On the conservation plan map located in conservation plan file folder.

	
	On another job sketch, drawing, map, photo. Name:
	


	Job Sketch

	The following job sketches, drawings, maps, and/or photographs have been prepared to assist with practice implementation, operation and maintenance.  Type of information which may be shown includes: size and area to be contoured; approximate location of the baselines used to establish the system; the location of stable outlets for the system; and the minimum and maximum allowable row grades for the contour system.  (The empty box below may be used to create a job sketch or to insert a job sketch file.  Separate job sketch documents should be stapled to this Jobsheet.)



Practice Approvals

This section documents the practice approvals and the client’s acknowledgement of his/her responsibilities.  

	Job Approval Authority

	NRCS policy requires that the practice inventory and evaluation (I&E) data, design, and installation be approved by a NRCS or partner employee with the required Job Approval Authority (JAA) or higher.  

	Required Job Approval Authority for Practice (Enter Job Class I-V.):
See Ecological Practice JAA Worksheet: http://www.hi.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/.)
	Required JAA

	
	


	Practice I&E and Design Approvals 

	Practice Approvals
	Print Name
	Signature
	Date
	JAA of Approver 

(I–V) 

	Inventory and Evaluation* 
	
	
	
	

	Design**
	
	
	
	


  *
The inventory and evaluation data needed to design the practice is adequate and accurate.

 **
The practice “design” (job specifications - requirements for installation, operation, and maintenance) as documented in this Jobsheet has been prepared in accordance with the Conservation Practice Standard.
	Client’s Acknowledgement (To be completed after practice I&E and design have been approved.)

	By signing below, I acknowledge that I: 

· have reviewed this Jobsheet and have an understanding of its contents and requirements; 

· will make no changes to this Jobsheet, without prior concurrence of NRCS;

· will install, operate, and maintain this practice in accordance with this Jobsheet; and

· will obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, comply with all ordinances and laws, and notify all utilities pertaining to the installation, operation, and maintenance of the practice.

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date


	Practice Installation Approval (To be completed after practice installation and checkout.)

	Practice Approvals
	Print Name
	Signature
	Date
	JAA of Approver 

(I – V) 

	Implementation*
	
	
	
	


  *
The practice has been installed in accordance with this Jobsheet, as verified by the practice checkout and checkout notes.
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