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IRRIGATION SYSTEM, sprinkler
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A properly operated and maintained sprinkler irrigation system is an asset to your farm.  This irrigation system is designed and installed to apply irrigation water to meet the needs of the crops without causing erosion or runoff.  The following are minimum operation and maintenance requirements that contribute to the practice longevity and function.
· Your irrigation system will function properly only if it is operated at the recommended pressure and flow rate.  Operating the system at higher pressures or operating more than the number of sprinklers recommended may damage the system components.

· The reduced pressure principle backflow prevention valve requires annual testing by the county water department. 


· Check to make sure that all connections are water tight and all valves are working properly.

· Promptly repair all leaks.

· Periodic checks and removal of debris and sediment as necessary from nozzles to assure proper operation.

· Inspection or testing of all pipeline and pumping plant components and appurtenances, as applicable.

· Regular testing of pressures and flow rates to assure proper operation.

· Periodic checks of all nozzles and spray heads for proper operation and wear.

· Routine maintenance of all mechanical components in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

· Prior to retrofitting any electrically powered irrigation equipment, electrical service must be disconnected and the absence of stray electrical current verified.

· During non-use, drain and place the removable part of the system in an area where it will not be damaged.

· Do not allow livestock near equipment.

· Additional operation and maintenance requirements, if any:  
	     


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN. 
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