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This subsection summarizes NRCS responsibilities regarding consideration of threatened and endangered species and State and Tribal Species of Concern during all conservation planning and technical assistance activities. 

Policy regarding Endangered and Threatened Species and Species of Concern (GM 190, Section 410.22) requires NRCS to determine if a given action may affect these species as part of the environmental evaluation process. NRCS conducts an environmental evaluation to determine if the implementation of one or more conservation practices will have an effect on species listed or proposed as threatened and endangered, candidate species for listing, and State and Tribal Species of Concern.

Federal Level

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires that NRCS and other federal agencies ensure their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of threatened or endangered species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.

It is the responsibility of NRCS to obtain an official Species List of listed, proposed, and candidate species and designated or proposed critical habitat that may be affected by actions in each planning area where practices are to be implemented. To assist agencies with this task, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) prepares and regularly updates Species Lists by county. Species List areas may be larger than the footprint of the proposed activity. For example, effects to aquatic species downstream in the watershed may also need to be considered. Status changes, such as listings or delistings or critical habitat designations, are updated promptly by the FWS.
 
County Species Lists 

The Idaho FWS Office will eventually be implementing a web-based system that will enable agencies to generate project-specific Species Lists. Until this system is operational, NRCS planners are to use the link below to obtain a county list. Because Species List information may change quickly, frequent checks of this internet page for current species information is advised. 
Go to: http://www.fws.gov/idaho/agencies.htm and follow the instructions under Obtaining an Official T&E Species List for Proposed Federal Actions.

The FWS Species List does not contain species under the National Marine Fisheries Service’s (NOAA Fisheries) jurisdiction (salmon and steelhead). Lists of species under the NOAA Fisheries’ jurisdiction are available at: http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/protected_species/species_list/species_lists.html

Projects funded by NRCS that may affect federally listed species require NRCS to consult with FWS and/or NOAA Fisheries, as appropriate. The consultation process will be initiated through channels, with the Area Biologist or other NRCS or partner staff approved by the ASTC-FO preparing a Biological Assessment (BA). A copy of the BA and results of the consultation will be provided to the State Biologist. Line officers and supervisors will also be kept informed of the consultation process. “No effect” determinations do not require consultation, but must be documented using the best scientific and commercial data available.

Information gained on threatened and endangered species in the planning process should be shared with the cooperator who owns the land and not be made available to the general public except as allowed under the Freedom of Information Act.  Written permission from the landowner is required for NRCS to initiate consultation under the ESA and should be retained in the plan folder. An authorization form for this purpose is available on the Idaho NRCS web site at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/id/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_046511

State and Tribal Level

NRCS concern for species and habitats is not limited to those federally listed, proposed, or candidates under ESA, but includes those designated by State agencies and Tribal governments as endangered, threatened, or species of concern. 

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) Conservation Data Center (CDC) tracks occurrences of special status plant and animal species.  The State of Idaho Species of Concern list was developed with assistance from IDFG and includes State-classified Endangered and Threatened species and State Species of Greatest Conservation Need that are most likely to be affected by projects on private lands. The State of Idaho Species of Concern list is available at the following link: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/id/technical/cp/

Planners will use the IDFG CDC GIS database and other data sources including grouse lek locations to identify State Species of Concern that may be present in the project area and affected by the project. Effects on State Species of Concern are also documented on the CPA-52.

Tribal Governments in Idaho may designate additional plants and animals not included on federal or IDFG lists as Species of Concern. When working on Tribal lands, planners must coordinate with Tribal governments to ensure that NRCS funded actions do not violate Tribal law or regulations. Planners shall fully incorporate any species protection requirements identified during Tribal coordination into NRCS conservation plans and contracts when required by law or regulation and shall incorporate discretionary conservation recommendations of Tribes to the maximum extent practicable.

Summary

To comply with the ESA and NRCS policy, the effects of NRCS practices on all federally-listed, proposed, and candidate species and critical habitat present in the county must be determined and documented on Form NRCS-CPA-52 or separate sheet attached to the CPA-52.  Effects on State and Tribal Species of Concern expected to occur in the planning area will also be determined and documented. A list of all species considered must be retained in the planning folder. Adverse effects to these species and their habitats will be avoided or minimized to the extent practicable.
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