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Natural Resources Conservation Service

9173 W. Barnes Drive, Suite C
Boise, Idaho 83709
(208) 378-5700

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


February 5, 2008
IDAHO TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NUMBER 297
Purpose:  To distribute a list of Idaho Floodplain Administrators
Effective Date:  Upon receipt
Explanation:  At the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) District Conservationists’ meeting in November, a guest speaker from the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) gave a presentation related to floodplain management.  It related to developments in floodplains, potential impacts and permitting. A development permit is required before construction or development begins in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) to ensure that a proposed development meets the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and any local ordinance.
The SFHA is the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. This is the regulatory standard also referred to as the "100-year flood". The base flood is the national standard used by the NFIP and all Federal agencies for the purposes of requiring the purchase of flood insurance and regulating new development. Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) are typically shown on Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs).
The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) definition of a development was stated as “Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials”. Activities given as examples of development in floodplains by IDWR include water control structures, diversions, dikes and streambank stabilization.  
The entity to determine what is a development and if a development permit is needed is the local Idaho Floodplain Administrator. The attachment to this notice is that list of administrators. 
Projects in floodplains that involve developments (i.e. diversion structures, fill and excavation) should have contact with the local Floodplain Administrator as part of the consultation process with regulatory agencies.  Some counties and cities may have several names and titles listed. Typically, the county zoning and planning coordinator or engineer knows the most about floodplain management requirements.
The Clean Water Act (CWA) and IDWR Joint Application for Permits also have a question that relates to floodplains. Question 7g reads “Is project located in a mapped floodway?” As with other permitting activities, the landowner is responsible for obtaining any local, State and Federal permits.  

Filing Instructions:   Idaho Floodplain Administrators has been electronically filed in the eFTOG Section l, I Laws and Regulations, Floodplain Management.
   /s/
MARK WEATHERSTONE

Assistant State Conservationist (TS)
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