
Estimated Costs for Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) and  
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (650) 

 
In the past an average cost per linear foot per row has been used to estimate the cost of 
planting a wind break.  Average costs have been reported to be approximately $0.04 per 
linear foot/row for no-cost stock (free IDNR bare root seedlings) and $0.08  per linear 
foot/row if seedlings are purchased.  The NRCS-IL Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment 
(380) conservation practice standard, however, gives considerable flexibility in 
windbreak design.  Spacing between trees or shrubs can be as close as 6 feet and as far 
apart as 20 feet.  A better approach is to estimate costs in terms of the number of trees 
and/or shrubs that are called for in a particular windbreak/shelterbelt design.  The average 
costs of the two most commonly used kinds of planting stock, bare root seedlings and air 
root pruned potted stock, are shown below, together with the estimated cost of planting. 
 
Average Cost of Bare Root Seedlings:  $0.57 per seedling 
Average Cost of Planting:     $0.30 per seedling 
 
Average Cost of Air Root Pruned Potted Stock: $8.00 per seedling 
Average Cost of Planting:       $5.00 per seedling 
 
For more information on average costs for site preparation, weed control and other tree 
planting and forestry practices see eFOTG, Section I, Costs Data, “Cost Share Rates for 
Forestry Practices”, 
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/treemenuFS.aspx?Fips=17019&MenuName=menuIL.zip.  For 
more information on tree planting and kinds of planting stock see Tree/Shrub 
Establishment (612) conservation practice standard and job sheet in Section IV of the 
eFOTG, 
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/treemenuFS.aspx?Fips=17019&MenuName=menuIL.zip. 
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