IL561om WFS - 1
IL561om WFS - 2
IL561om WFS - 3

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
HEAVY USE AREA PROTECTION –  

WINTER FEEDING STATION                     
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your winter feeding station functioning as intended:

· Inspect after significant storm events and at least twice a year to identify repair and maintenance needs.

· Routinely inspect livestock facilities to ensure they are in proper working condition and do not pose any hazards to people, livestock, or the heavy use protection area.
· Ensure at least 10 feet of access space on all sides of facilities placed in the winter feeding station, such as portable hay rings, water troughs, feed bunks, mineral feeders, and other facilities where livestock would concentrate.
· Periodically remove manure accumulations adhering to all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations governing waste management, pollution, abatement, health, and safety.
· Do not ram stacking area wall with loading equipment.  Wall is not designed for impact loads.
· Periodically check concrete walls, and floors for cracking, spalling and equipment damage and repair when damaged.  Periodically check joint sealer at wall and floor joint to ensure a watertight joint and repair as needed.  Repairs should be made immediately.  

· Check backfill areas around concrete structure for unusual settlement. Determine if settlement is caused by backfill consolidation or failure of concrete walls.  Repair walls or fill, as appropriate.
· Maintain the entrance area approaches to the winter feeding station, including filling any ruts or holes.  Maintain positive drainage away from winter feeding station.  Replace surface aggregate on gravel heavy use areas, as needed to maintain the lines and grade of the original design.
· Periodically check condition of roof for wear or damage to fasteners, structural members and roofing material.  Repair or replace any damaged components promptly.

· Periodically check condition of gutters and downspouts for wear or damage.  Repair or replace any damaged components promptly.
· Keep the area around the winter feeding station mowed and free of weeds and brush. Maintain a good vegetative cover of recommended species on backfill around structures. If the vegetative cover is damaged, it should be reestablished as soon as possible. The vegetative cover should be mowed twice a year to stimulate a vigorous plant growth.

Additional Details:
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