Pasture Condition Score Protocols for EQIP
The following outlines the steps to be taken when assessing Pasture Condition Score for 2007 EQIP Program.

· Identify and locate pasture acres being enrolled. Pastures that are stripped grazed will be considered a single grazing unit.
· Identify the number of Pasture Condition Scoring (PCS) sites needed based on Pasture and Hayland Suitability Groups (PSG). If any indicator looks markedly different from pasture to pasture, rate each one separately.

· Use the Pasture Condition Score Sheet developed for Louisiana. The “Guide to Pasture Condition Scoring” will serve as the guidance to complete the PCS. 

· Once the PCS is determined, the pasture will be placed in one of the following categories. 
Categories


Score 





1 10-15

2 16-25

3 26-35

4 36-45

5 46-50

To achieve the resource management system level, a pasture must be at least a category 4. Therefore the incentive payment is authorized for the advancement of:

· Category 1 to Category 4 
· Category 2 to Category 4

· Category 3 to Category 4

A penetrometer will be used to determine the soil compaction rating. Use the ½ inch tip.
Random transect(s) will be taken using the step-point method. Transect(s) should be conducted within the same landscape position and pasture suitability groups. On pastures with different pasture suitability groups and landscape positions, transects covering each significant area of production should be observed and recorded. 
One of the indicator factors is plant vigor. If the pasture scores less than a 4 for plant vigor, a causative factor form will be completed. This will help the conservationist and the producer determine why the plant vigor is low. One of the items that directly relates to plant vigor is fertility. Therefore, the producer needs to provide the planner a soils test before the application can be considered complete.
The District Conservationist/Soil Conservationist will be required to complete the Pasture Condition Score in the field with the producer. The producer MUST sign the completed form.

