
 610.71 Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheets - Maine

CLEAN WATER ACT/ WATERS of the U.S. 
NECH 610.82  
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2: Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative involve or likely result in the discharge of  
dredged or fill material or other pollutants into "Waters of the United States?" More detailed  
information regarding "Waters of the U.S.", "Special Aquatic Sites," and federal permitting  
programs under CWA is found in the NECH 610.82.

NO

YES

If "No", document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with Section II 
below. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP: Has the client obtained a Programmatic General Permit or a determination of an  
exemption  from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maine Project Office?

NO

YES

If "No",  determine if the client has applied for a permit. If a permit has not been  
applied for, the client will need to do so. If a permit has been applied for, document 
this, and continue the planning process in consultation with the client and the  
regulatory agencies. The permit authorization should be reflected in the final plan 
and documentation. Continue planning, but a permit is required before 
implementation. Complete Section II below.

If “Yes”,  document this on form ME-CPA-52 and complete Section II below. The 
final plan should not be contrary to the provisions of the permit authorization or 
exemption. Changes made during the planning process that may impact the 
applicability of the permit, such as amount or location of fills or discharges of  
pollutants should be coordinated with the ACOE.

Complete both sections of this guide sheet in order to address Federal as well as State administered  
regulatory requirements of the Clean Water Act.

SECTION I

Federally Assisted Regulatory Program - Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA)

Clean Water Act.pdf 
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http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=21322
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg/meall.pdf


NRCS/TSP: Has the client obtained a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System  
(NPDES) permit or a determination of an exemption from MEDEP?

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative likely result in point-source discharges  
from developments, construction sites, or other areas of soil disturbance, or sewer  
discharges (e.g. projects involving stormwater ponds or point-source pollution including  
CAFOs for which CNMPs are being developed)? Section 402 of the CWA requires a permit 
for these activities through the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
program which the States administer.

NO

YES

If “No",document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.

If “Yes”, go to Step 3.

STEP 3. 

NO

YES

If “No", determine if the client has applied for any necessary permits. If a permit has 
not been applied for, the client will need to do so. If they have applied, document 
this, and continue the planning process in consultation with the client and MEDEP. 
The permit authorization should be reflected in the final plan and documentation. 
Continue planning, but a permit is required prior to implementation.

If “Yes”, document this on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. The final 
NRCS conservation plan should not be contrary to the provisions of the permit  
authorization or exemption. Changes made during the planning process that may 
impact the applicability of the permit should be coordinated with the MEDEP.
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CLEAN WATER ACT/ WATERS of the U.S. (continued)
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STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: Is the proposed action or alternative located in proximity to 
 waters listed by the State as "Impaired" under Section 303(d) of the CWA? 
Click on County for map of impaired waters (Washington County has no impaired waters  
listed): Androscoggin County, Aroostook County - South, Aroostook County - Central, 
Aroostook County - North, Cumberland County, Franklin County, Hancock County,  
Kennebec County, Knox, Lincoln Counties, Oxford County, Penobscot County,  
Piscataquis County, Sagadahoc County, Somerset County, Waldo County, York County.

NO

YES

If "No", document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.

If “Yes”, review and comply with any existing TMDLs that have been established by 
the State for that stream segment. However, even if TMDLs have not been 
established by the State for that stream segment, ensure that the action will not 
contribute to further degradation of that stream segment. Proceed to Step 2.

SECTION II

State Assisted Regulatory Program - Sections 303(d) and 402 of the CWA

http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Androscoggin_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/So_Aroostook_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Central_Aroostook_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/No_Aroostook_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Cumberland_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Franklin_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Hancock_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Kennebec_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Knox-Lincoln_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Oxford_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Penobscot_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Piscataquis_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Sagadahoc_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Somerset_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Waldo_Impaired.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/York_Impaired.pdf
http://maine.gov/dep/blwq/docmonitoring/tmdl2.htm
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CLEAN WATER ACT/ WATERS of the U.S.
NECH 610.82 
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 
Guide Sheet Review:
STEP 1.  
NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative involve or likely result in the discharge of 
dredged or fill material or other pollutants into "Waters of the United States?" More detailed 
information regarding "Waters of the U.S.", "Special Aquatic Sites," and federal permitting 
programs under CWA is found in the NECH 610.82.
If "No", document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with Section II below. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 
STEP 2.  
NRCS/TSP: Has the client obtained a Programmatic General Permit or a determination of an 
exemption  from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maine Project Office?
If "No",  determine if the client has applied for a permit. If a permit has not been 
applied for, the client will need to do so. If a permit has been applied for, document
this, and continue the planning process in consultation with the client and the 
regulatory agencies. The permit authorization should be reflected in the final plan
and documentation. Continue planning, but a permit is required before
implementation. Complete Section II below.
If “Yes”,  document this on form ME-CPA-52 and complete Section II below. The
final plan should not be contrary to the provisions of the permit authorization or
exemption. Changes made during the planning process that may impact the
applicability of the permit, such as amount or location of fills or discharges of 
pollutants should be coordinated with the ACOE.
Complete both sections of this guide sheet in order to address Federal as well as State administered 
regulatory requirements of the Clean Water Act.
SECTION I
Federally Assisted Regulatory Program - Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA)
Clean Water Act.pdf
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Page  of 
NRCS/TSP: Has the client obtained a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit or a determination of an exemption from MEDEP?
STEP 2.  
NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative likely result in point-source discharges 
from developments, construction sites, or other areas of soil disturbance, or sewer 
discharges (e.g. projects involving stormwater ponds or point-source pollution including 
CAFOs for which CNMPs are being developed)? Section 402 of the CWA requires a permit for these activities through the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program which the States administer.
If “No",document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
If “Yes”, go to Step 3.
STEP 3.  
If “No", determine if the client has applied for any necessary permits. If a permit has
not been applied for, the client will need to do so. If they have applied, document
this, and continue the planning process in consultation with the client and MEDEP.
The permit authorization should be reflected in the final plan and documentation.
Continue planning, but a permit is required prior to implementation.
If “Yes”, document this on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. The final
NRCS conservation plan should not be contrary to the provisions of the permit 
authorization or exemption. Changes made during the planning process that may
impact the applicability of the permit should be coordinated with the MEDEP.
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CLEAN WATER ACT/ WATERS of the U.S. (continued)
Clean Water Act.pdf
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STEP 1.  
NRCS/TSP: Is the proposed action or alternative located in proximity to
 waters listed by the State as "Impaired" under Section 303(d) of the CWA?
Click on County for map of impaired waters (Washington County has no impaired waters 
listed): Androscoggin County, Aroostook County - South, Aroostook County - Central,
Aroostook County - North, Cumberland County, Franklin County, Hancock County, 
Kennebec County, Knox, Lincoln Counties, Oxford County, Penobscot County, 
Piscataquis County, Sagadahoc County, Somerset County, Waldo County, York County.
If "No", document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
If “Yes”, review and comply with any existing TMDLs that have been established by
the State for that stream segment. However, even if TMDLs have not been
established by the State for that stream segment, ensure that the action will not
contribute to further degradation of that stream segment. Proceed to Step 2.
SECTION II
State Assisted Regulatory Program - Sections 303(d) and 402 of the CWA
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