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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
NECH 610.87 
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2:

Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: In the area affected by the NRCS action, are there low-income populations,  
minority populations, Indian tribes, or other specified populations that would be adversely 
impacted by environmental effects resulting from the proposed action or alternative?

NO

YES

If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning environmental justice. 
Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP: Is the proposed action or alternative the type that might have a disproportionately 
adverse environmental or human health effect on any population?

NO

YES

If "No",  additional evaluation is not needed concerning environment justice.  
Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

If “Yes”,  TSPs STOP HERE, note "Environmental Justice Consultation 
needed" on the ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for 
Environmental Justice. and continue with planning.  
  
NRCS planners, initiate community outreach or Tribal consultation to affected and 
interested parties that are categorized as low-income, minority or as Indian tribes. 
The purpose is to encourage participation and input on the proposed program or  
activity and any alternatives or mitigating options. Participation of these populations 
may require adaptive or innovative approaches to effective participation. If 
assistance is needed with this process, contact your State Public Affairs Specialist 
or Tribal Liaison. Go to Step 3.

STEP 3. NRCS: Considering the results of the outreach initiative together with other information 
gathered for the decision-making process, will the proposed action or alternative have a 
disproportionately high and adverse effect on the human health or the environment of the 
minority, low-income or Indian populations?

NO

YES

If "No",  notify interested and affected parties of the agency decision.

If “Yes”, consider the feasibility and appropriateness of the proposed alternatives 
and their effects and the possibility of developing additional alternatives or a  
mitigation alternative and repeat Step 2. Document results of these early scoping 
sessions on the ME-CPA-52. If it is felt that there remains a potentially high and/or 
adverse effect on human health or the environment, or the project/action carries a  
high degree of controversy, check box 5 in Section "Q" of the ME-CPA-52 and refer 
the action  to the State Environmental Liaison for further analysis. An EA may be  
required to determine if the action is "significant". If it is known the "action will have 
significant effects on the human environment," an EIS will be required. 
(NECH 610.B.36).
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STEP 1.  
NRCS/TSP: In the area affected by the NRCS action, are there low-income populations, 
minority populations, Indian tribes, or other specified populations that would be adversely
impacted by environmental effects resulting from the proposed action or alternative?
If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning environmental justice. Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 
STEP 2.  
NRCS/TSP: Is the proposed action or alternative the type that might have a disproportionately 
adverse environmental or human health effect on any population?
If "No",  additional evaluation is not needed concerning environment justice. 
Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes”,  TSPs STOP HERE, note "Environmental Justice Consultation needed" on the ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Environmental Justice. and continue with planning. 
 
NRCS planners, initiate community outreach or Tribal consultation to affected and
interested parties that are categorized as low-income, minority or as Indian tribes.
The purpose is to encourage participation and input on the proposed program or 
activity and any alternatives or mitigating options. Participation of these populations
may require adaptive or innovative approaches to effective participation. If
assistance is needed with this process, contact your State Public Affairs Specialist
or Tribal Liaison. Go to Step 3.
STEP 3.  
NRCS: Considering the results of the outreach initiative together with other information gathered for the decision-making process, will the proposed action or alternative have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on the human health or the environment of the minority, low-income or Indian populations?
If "No",  notify interested and affected parties of the agency decision.
If “Yes”, consider the feasibility and appropriateness of the proposed alternatives
and their effects and the possibility of developing additional alternatives or a 
mitigation alternative and repeat Step 2. Document results of these early scoping
sessions on the ME-CPA-52. If it is felt that there remains a potentially high and/or
adverse effect on human health or the environment, or the project/action carries a 
high degree of controversy, check box 5 in Section "Q" of the ME-CPA-52 and refer
the action  to the State Environmental Liaison for further analysis. An EA may be 
required to determine if the action is "significant". If it is known the "action will have
significant effects on the human environment," an EIS will be required.
(NECH 610.B.36).
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