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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
NECH 610.90 
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2:

Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: Is the project area in or near a 100-year floodplain in an area designated A or V 
area, either detailed (i.e. A1, A10, V1, V10) or approximate (A, V)? 
Refer to FEMA FIRMettes online, paper copies FIRM maps available for viewing at the local 
town office, NRCS office or download ARCGIS data from Maine Department of GIS website.

NO

YES

If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning floodplain management. 
Record "N/A" on ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,” go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP: Is the planning area in the floodplain an agricultural area that has been used to  
produce food, fiber, feed, forage, or oilseed for at least 3 of the last 5 years before the request 
for assistance?

NO

YES

If "No", go to Step 4. 

If “Yes”, document the agricultural use history and go to Step 3. 

STEP 3. NRCS/TSP: Is the floodplain's agricultural production in accordance with official state or  
designated water quality plans?

NO

YES

If "No", advise the client of conservation practices or other measures that will bring 
the land into accordance with water quality plans and incorporate these into the 
conservation plan. Go to Step 4.

If “Yes”, document and go to Step 4. 

STEP 4. NRCS/TSP: Over the short or long term, will this proposed action or alternative likely result  
in an increased flood hazard, incompatible development, or other adverse effect to the 
existing natural and beneficial values of the floodplain or lands adjacent or downstream from 
the floodplain?

NO

YES

If "No", document your finding on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.

If "Yes", TSPs STOP HERE, note "careful evaluation and documentation of the 
potential extent of the adverse effects and increased flood risk required before 
making a NEPA Compliance Finding to eliminate adverse effects." on the ME-
CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Floodplain Management and 
continue development of Conservation Activity Plan. 
  
NRCS: modify the action if possible to avoid adverse effects. Inform land user of  
the hazards of locating actions in the floodplain and discuss alternative methods of 
achieving the objective and/or alternative locations outside the 100-year floodplain. 
If the action can be modified, describe the modification on the ME-CPA-52 and 
repeat Step 4. If the action can not be modified, go to Step 5.
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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT (continued)

STEP 6. NRCS: Will assistance continue to be provided?

NO
If "No", provide written notification of the decision to terminate assistance to the 
client and the local conservation district. Document the decision, including the 
reasons on the ME-CPA-52.

YES

If "Yes," the District Conservationist should design or modify the proposed action or 
alternative to minimize the adverse effects to the extent possible. Circulate a written 
public notice locally explaining why the action is proposed to be located in the  
100-year floodplain. Document the decision,, including the reasons on the 
ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.

STEP 5. NRCS: Is one or more of the alternative methods or locations practical?

NO

YES

If "No", the District Conservationist will carefully evaluate and document the 
potential extent of the adverse effects and any increased flood risk before making a 
determination of whether to continue providing assistance. Go to Step 6.

If “Yes”, and client agrees to implement the alternative methods or locations, 
outside the floodplain, document the agreed upon actions, including the reasons on 
form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
  

If "Yes", and client does not agree to implement the alternative methods or 
locations, advise the client that NRCS may not continue to provide technical and/or 
financial assistance where there are practical alternatives. Go to Step 6.
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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT
NECH 610.90
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 
Guide Sheet Review:
STEP 1.  
NRCS/TSP: Is the project area in or near a 100-year floodplain in an area designated A or V
area, either detailed (i.e. A1, A10, V1, V10) or approximate (A, V)?
Refer to FEMA FIRMettes online, paper copies FIRM maps available for viewing at the local
town office, NRCS office or download ARCGIS data from Maine Department of GIS website.
If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning floodplain management. Record "N/A" on ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,” go to Step 2. 
STEP 2.  
NRCS/TSP: Is the planning area in the floodplain an agricultural area that has been used to 
produce food, fiber, feed, forage, or oilseed for at least 3 of the last 5 years before the request
for assistance?
If "No", go to Step 4. 
If “Yes”, document the agricultural use history and go to Step 3. 
STEP 3.  
NRCS/TSP: Is the floodplain's agricultural production in accordance with official state or 
designated water quality plans?
If "No", advise the client of conservation practices or other measures that will bring
the land into accordance with water quality plans and incorporate these into the
conservation plan. Go to Step 4.
If “Yes”, document and go to Step 4. 
STEP 4.  
NRCS/TSP: Over the short or long term, will this proposed action or alternative likely result 
in an increased flood hazard, incompatible development, or other adverse effect to the existing natural and beneficial values of the floodplain or lands adjacent or downstream from the floodplain?
If "No", document your finding on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
If "Yes", TSPs STOP HERE, note "careful evaluation and documentation of the potential extent of the adverse effects and increased flood risk required before making a NEPA Compliance Finding to eliminate adverse effects." on the ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Floodplain Management and continue development of Conservation Activity Plan.
 
NRCS: modify the action if possible to avoid adverse effects. Inform land user of 
the hazards of locating actions in the floodplain and discuss alternative methods of
achieving the objective and/or alternative locations outside the 100-year floodplain.
If the action can be modified, describe the modification on the ME-CPA-52 and
repeat Step 4. If the action can not be modified, go to Step 5.
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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT (continued)
STEP 6.  
NRCS: Will assistance continue to be provided?
If "No", provide written notification of the decision to terminate assistance to the
client and the local conservation district. Document the decision, including the reasons on the ME-CPA-52.
If "Yes," the District Conservationist should design or modify the proposed action or
alternative to minimize the adverse effects to the extent possible. Circulate a written
public notice locally explaining why the action is proposed to be located in the 
100-year floodplain. Document the decision,, including the reasons on the
ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
STEP 5.  
NRCS: Is one or more of the alternative methods or locations practical?
If "No", the District Conservationist will carefully evaluate and document the
potential extent of the adverse effects and any increased flood risk before making a
determination of whether to continue providing assistance. Go to Step 6.
If “Yes”, and client agrees to implement the alternative methods or locations,
outside the floodplain, document the agreed upon actions, including the reasons on
form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
 
If "Yes", and client does not agree to implement the alternative methods or
locations, advise the client that NRCS may not continue to provide technical and/or
financial assistance where there are practical alternatives. Go to Step 6.
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